Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays 9-5; Thursdays 9-8; first and third 
Saturdays in the month 9-5. Special events on 14th and 21st January. 
Group visits welcome. See website for details. 


Dramatic images and accounts of the dispute. 


Organised by the News International Dispute Archive and supported by Unite the Union, | 
National Union of Journalists, Campaign for Press and Broadcasting Freedom and the Marx Memorial hy 


| : Further Information: 07831 676587 or — liar org. uk 
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Editorial 


By Gerry Gable 


As Searchlight goes to press, Marine 
Le Pen has just had her hopes of 
electoral success in the French 
regional elections dashed. Her far- 
right National Front (FN) party came 
first in six of the 13 regions in the 
first round of voting, but a huge 
turnout of socialist and centre right 
voters determined to keep the fascist 
party out, and tactical alliances 
between the mainstream parties, in 
the second round on 13 December 
ensured the FN's decisive defeat. 

The FN had hoped to gain support 
for its anti-immigration stance 
following the horrific ISIL terror 
attacks in Paris a month earlier. That 
it did not is tribute to the sense and 
democratic commitment of French 
voters who know a fascist when they 
see one. Le Pen immediately 
condemned the other parties’ 
“manipulation” of the electoral 
system to gang up against the FN. 
We say that's democracy in action at 
its best: people across the political 
spectrum coming together to stop 
the fascists and stand up for decency 
and humanity. The FN came third, 
though the 28% of the overall vote it 
obtained is worrying. 

The Paris attacks did to some 
extent dent the huge outpouring of 
support for refugees that came to the 
fore in the Refugees are Welcome 
march on 12 September, which saw 
100,000 people take to the streets in 
London with similar rallies taking 
place in several European capitals. 
After 13 November far-right 
politicians, including Le Pen, were 
quick to call for an end to Europe's 
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acceptance of those desperate 
people fleeing persecution and terror 
in Syria and elsewhere. But we need 
to put the numbers into perspective. 
Around 4.3 million people have fled 
Syria since the war began in 2011 
and 6.6 million people are displaced 
within Syria. Only about 10% of the 
refugees have travelled to Europe. 
Turkey is hosting nearly 2 million and 
around 630,000 are living in Jordan. 
Both those countries are far poorer 
than most of Europe. 

Britain's Nazis are of course 
promoting Islamophobia but that is 
nothing new: most of them have 
done that to a greater or lesser 
extent ever since they realised that it 
was an easier hate message to 
convey on the streets than Jew- 
hatred. The intellectual elite of the 
Nazi movement, however, remain 
true to the cause of Hitler and 
Holocaust denial, as you can read in 
our investigation on pages 6 to 15. 

Some good news and some bad 
news for the anti-fascist movement. 
In North Wales a long-time friend of 
Searchlight who retired there 
organised with his fellow citizens a 
firm response to plans by the North 
Wales Infidels, one of nearly 20 
splinters from the English Defence 
League (EDL), to gather for a 
demonstration with the support of 
other Nazis from around the UK. The 
NWI had numbered among its 
followers the self-confessed “white 
supremacist" Zack Davies, who is 
now serving a long term of 
imprisonment for his failed attempt 
to murder a young Asian dentist with 


a machete and hammer in a racially 
motivated kamikaze attack in a 
Tesco store in Mold. 

In the best tradition of the anti- 
fascist movement, 400 people 
including people from all the local 
political parties, trade unions and 
faiths turned out to protest against 
the Nazis. The enemy managed a 
paltry 30 thugs and the only action 
occurred when one Nazi went 
berserk at having driven for five 
hours to get there only to find a 
fiasco. 

The bad news was a vicious attack 
on a march in Dover in support of 
the refugees stranded in the squalid 
Calais camps by a gang whom the 
police failed to keep under control. 
The fascists bombarded the anti- 
fascists with broken bottles. Five 
received facial and head injuries and 
were taken to hospital. 

Only a handful of hardline Nazis 
turned out on the streets in support 
of the butcher and war criminal 
President Assad of Syria, in response 
to a call by the well educated but 
thuggish Australian Piers Mellor. 
They included a number of leaders of 
Nazi groups. | wonder what people 
who think we should sit down with 
Assad, who entertains international 
Nazis on a regular basis, make of this. 

A call was made, rightly, for people 
to conduct a series of protests in 
support of people fleeing from the 
terrible war in the Middle East and to 
make a stand against the growing 
numbers of attacks on Muslims in this 
country. Yet those making the call say 
nothing about the fact that fascists 
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and Nazis are the main perpetrators 
in the Iskamophobic murders, arsons 
and beatings of women and children 
that are taking place across Europe. If 
we as anti-fascists forget our 
traditions what are we? 

In this issue you will also read 
about how the Government, in its 
rush to privatise everything, has 
opened the door to a deluge of anti- 
Jewish hate material, old and new. 

We welcome new Government 
guidance to “Prevent” groups which 
now includes case studies of people 
who have allegedly been involved 
with the extreme right. It is a pity 
that one of the organisations 
identified as active is Combat 18, a 
creation of the state that has not 
existed for more than a decade, after 
its leaders went to prison for 
murdering one of their own. Could it 
be that on some surveillance photos 
SO15 have seen a Nazi or two 
wearing old t-shirts or carrying a 
Combat 18 banner, or Eddy 
Stampton flogging all sorts of Nazi 
badges dating back to the dawn of 
time, in between peddling drugs, 
assaulting fellow Nazis or informing 
on his friends? 

Whatever position you take over 
the bombing of ISIL in Syria, the 
debate in Parliament was amazing 
with MPs on both sides of the House 
of Commons paying tribute to the 
International Brigades. Reference was 
made to Jack Jones, who fought in 
Spain and went on to lead one of the 
biggest trade unions and pensioners’ 
organisations, and to Major Clem 
Attlee after whom a British battalion 
in Spain was named. The best tribute 
came from Mark Pritchard, the 
Conservative MP for The Wrekin. 
Others said the fight against clerical 
fascism was the anti-fascist struggle 
for this century. 

Outside the House of Commons, 
the idiot who proclaimed that that 
ISIL is the International Brigade of 
our time needs a short sharp kick 
where it hurts. 

As Germany is set ablaze from 
border to border by rampaging 


gangs of Nazis who have dropped 
the semi-respectable mask of Action 
for Germany, the group that 
spawned Pegida, Stephen Yaxley- 
Lennon aka Tommy Robinson, the 
former leader of the EDL, convicted 
fraudster, liar, woman beater and 
attacker of a police officer who tried 
to defend a woman whom Lennon 
was assaulting, has announced the 
launch of a UK section of Pegida 
with a march in Birmingham on 6 
February. Lennon allegedly left the 
EDL two years ago in favour of more 
lucrative pastures, conning the 
Quilliam Foundation, the well 
financed counter-extremism think 
tank, that he had renounced 
violence and opposed far-right 
extremism. Some at the BBC 
promoted his supposed change of 
heart for a year. Both Quilliam and 
the BBC were warned of his 
continuing connections with the far 
right. Lennon claims that Quilliam 
put him on the payroll for six 
months and paid him £8,000. What 
he might have received from the 
BBC is not known. It was his 
imprisonment that killed off this 
golden goose. 

Pegida has failed three times to set 
up in the UK, with a march in 
Newcastle, where they were seen off 
by a huge trade union turnout, a 
second smaller march in Newcastle 
which was stopped by the police, 
and a protest in Whitehall where all 
they could muster was fewer than 50 
British Nazis. Pegida's upturn on the 
back of a wave of violent 
Isamophobia in Germany wetted the 
con man's hopes of reviving his 
fortunes, so he was off to The 
Netherlands to speak at one of their 
rallies, then on to Dresden for a far- 
right gathering reminiscent of the 
Hitler years. Anti-fascists are already 
organising against his Pegida 
relaunch bid. 

There will be plenty for us all to do 
in the coming year, but in doing it we 
must not close our eyes to our 
movement's history and what today's 
enemies look like. 


Visit www.searchlightmagazine.com for news 
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By Franz Fischer 


Despite the typically disgraceful 
opportunist efforts of their leaders, 
none of the best known British racist 
and fascist movements are likely to 
benefit from the tragic events in Paris. 
The British National Party, National 
Front and English Defence League all 
remain in terminal decline, suffering 
from poor leadership, criminality and 
personality splits. 

The more intellectual side of British 
neo-Nazism, however, is more 
dangerous than its size would 
suggest. A detailed analysis of 
meetings and other activities during 
the past few months demonstrates 
growing ties to some of Europe's most 
virulent extremists. Ultra-right 
Catholics and pagans, antisemites and 
Islamophobes, thuggish criminals and 


those with a veneer of academic 
respectability — all have passed 
through London and shared platforms 
in some of the capital's most exclusive 
hotels. 

In the background Vladimir Putin's 
Russian dictatorship aims to reap the 
benefit, funding and encouraging 
extremist movements who share 
Putin's objective of exploiting Middle 
East conflict and ethnic tensions to 
undermine Western Europe. Just like 
earlier generations of the far right, 
they are at war with society. 

On 14 November 2015 around 
seventy British far-right activists, 
ranging from the genteel to the 
downright scruffy, welcomed a 
handful of foreign guests in a 
conference room in London's Charing 


Cross Hotel. Their main purpose was 
a new fundraising operation for an 
elderly German Nazi who has spent 
many years in jail for extremist crimes 
including terrorism. 

Horst Mahler is now 79 years old. 
During the 1960s he was a lawyer for 
the notorious Baader-Meinhof gang, 
playing an active role in their terrorist 
crimes and liaising with both 
Palestinian terror groups and Soviet 
bloc agencies. It was Mahler who 
planned a series of bank robberies in 
1970 to raise funds for terrorism. 

Soon after his release from prison in 
1980 Mahler abandoned the far left, 
and by the late 1990s he was 
involved in the most hardline sections 
of German neo-Nazism. For several 
years after 2000 he was an NPD 


The Charing Cross Hotel, venue for the Nazi fundraiser, which in the past has hosted Jean-Marie Le Pen and the Traditional Britain Group 
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Horst Mahler in one of his many court appearances 


member and acted as a lawyer for the 
party, but his closer ties are to ultra- 
radicals, including Holocaust deniers 
and advocates of political violence, 
who operate on the fringes of the 
NPD linking to illegal organisations, 
extremist discussion groups and the 
last remaining Third Reich veterans. 
On 9 November 2003 - the 80th 
anniversary of Adolf Hitler's 
attempted coup, the Munich 
“outsch” of 1923 — Mahler joined 
with an elite international committee 
of Holocaust deniers to form an 
association to promote their view that 
the gas chambers were a lie invented 
by the “world Jewish conspiracy”. His 
colleagues in this operation included 
the widow of Nazi officer Otto Ernst 
Remer, who had been among the first 
veterans to attempt the reconstruction 
of the Nazi Party after Hitler's defeat. 
Also involved were Mahler's fellow 
terrorist Manfred Roeder and the 
Canadian based godfather of 
Holocaust denial Ernst Ziindel, 
together with his wealthy Portuguese 
based supporter Rainer Daehnhardt. 
Younger activists included Germar 
Rudolf (by then a fugitive from 
German justice) and the Swiss neo- 
Nazi Bernhard Schaub, who was soon 
to form European Action, the latest of 
several attempts to unify the most 
extreme antisemites and national 
socialists across the continent. 


The launch meeting for the 
Holocaust denial association was held 
at the home of Ursula Haverbeck in 
the northwest German town of 
Vlotho. Haverbeck's husband Werner 
had been a Nazi official and a close 
ally of Rudolf Hess, but after the war 
had moved into the ecological 
movement and built connections with 
some of the founders of the German 
Green Party. The Haverbecks 
established the “Collegium 
Humanum" at their Vilotho home, but 
their continuing Nazi affiliation 


became increasingly obvious and the 
Collegium was banned by the German 
government in 2008. 

In November 2015 Ursula 
Haverbeck (now 87) was convicted of 
Holocaust denial and attempting to 
incite racial hatred. Together with the 
other leaders of the association, she 
has openly defied German law in a 
series of publicity stunts, hoping that 
a new generation of extremists will 
carry the flame of Hitlerism forward. 
Mahler is the leading exponent of this 
strategy of openly defying anti-Nazi 
laws. He was jailed in 2009 after 
abusing the legal process to stage 
propaganda stunts, and his former 
partner Sylvia Stolz was jailed for 
similar offences the previous year. 
Both Mahler and Stolz were disbarred 
from legal practice. 

Earlier this year Mahler became ill in 
prison due to complications from 
diabetes and had part of his leg 
amputated. German prosecutors are 
still considering whether to release 
him since his past record indicates that 
despite his illness he is likely to 
reoffend and will seek to become the 
centre of ultra-radical Nazi activity. 
Even while in prison Mahler defied 
regulations to put together an 
antisemitic book which was smuggled 
out and published by his political 
allies. 

Entitled The End of Wandering, this 
book was inspired by the equally 
antisemitic ramblings of jazz musician 
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Sylvia Stolz, now barred from practising law but who in 2006 helped defend Ernst Ziindel against Holocaust denial 


charges 


and Israeli renegade Gilad Atzmon, 
who has for several years been in 
close touch with some of Europe's 
most notorious nazis. Previously 
cautious of too blatant an affiliation 
with nazis and Holocaust deniers, 
Atzmon broke cover in autumn this 
year by travelling to Canada to assist 
in the defence of Holocaust denier 
and antisemite Arthur Topham. 
Despite Atzmon's testimony, Topham 
was convicted in mid-November 2015 
of promoting anti-Jewish hatred. He 
will be sentenced in the new year. 
Former Ku Klux Klan leader David 
Duke was refused entry to Canada 
when he attempted to attend the trial 
and assist Atzmon in defending his 
fellow antisemite. 

Mahler's Atzmon-inspired book is 
likely to lead to further criminal 
charges in Germany, which is one 
reason why the authorities are 
reluctant to release him from prison. 
Funds raised to support Mahler will 
inevitably be handled by fellow 
criminal extremists and used to 
promote their illegal objectives, so the 


authorities have tried to block German 


bank accounts from being used for 
this purpose. 

This was the background to the 
Mahler fundraising appeal in London, 
launched at the meeting on 14 
November organised by London 
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Forum. Predictably the key figures in 
the appeal are Richard Edmonds and 
Lady Michéle Renouf. Edmonds has 
been the main British representative in 
a series of pan-European national 
socialist initiatives since the 1980s, 
when in addition to his position as 
national organiser of the BNP, inciting 
racist violence in southeast London 
and elsewhere, he promoted 


Zero 
hooxs 


A STUDY OF JEWISH IDENTITY POLITICS 


‘Investigation nvestigation 


antisemitic and Holocaust denial texts 
from the party bookshop in Welling, 
which was also Edmonds’ home. 

In 1994 Edmonds was given a jail 
sentence for his role in a vicious racial 
assault outside a pub in east London, 
in which a young black man's face 
was slashed with a beer glass. 

After several years as the British 
representative on the secretive Nazi 
umbrella group New European Order, 
Edmonds worked in East Prussia with 
the publishers of the elite Nazi journal 
Nation und Europa, some of whom 
had been his colleagues in the NEO. 
He has since become the main British 
representative of European Action. 

Renouf has no long history of Nazi 
politics, but has been obsessively anti- 
Jewish for about 20 years, and came 
to prominence in the far-right scene 
after helping to organise David 
Irving's affairs during his trial and 
imprisonment in Austria almost a 
decade ago. She has since produced 
several videos and websites defending 
Holocaust deniers and promoting 
antisemitism in Europe and the Middle 
East. 

Renouf's associate in video and 
online productions is Peter Rushton, 
an old BNP colleague of Edmonds. 
During the 1980s and 1990s Rushton 
was an active networker with 
European Nazis, often seen at annual 


Gilad Atzmon, Jewish traitor and colleague of the international Nazi movement, promoting his grotesquely 


offensive book 


fascist rallies in Spain and the 
notorious events in Diksmuide, 
Belgium, where the most criminal 
elements in the European far right 
sank many litres of beer with gun 
runners and terrorists. Both Rushton 
and Mark Cotterill (his colleague at 
the leading British Nazi journal 
Heritage and Destiny) have been 
deported from Belgium following such 
occasions. 

The suspiciously energetic front man 
for the latest fundraising and 
networking is former military 
intelligence officer Jeremy Bedford- 
Turner, who is supposedly under 
criminal investigation for his 
inflammatory antisemitic speech at 
the recent Jew-hating demo in 
Whitehall - though alongside some of 
his increasingly sceptical associates in 
the British far right scene we wouldn't 
be too surprised to see the authorities 
fail to proceed with charges against 
Teflon Jez. 

lt was Bedford-Turner who chaired 
the Mahler fundraiser at the Charing 
Cross Hotel. His audience included 
former UK Independence Party 
members and “respectable” regulars 
from the Toryish Traditional Britain 
Group. But inevitably outnumbering 
the besuited blimps were more 
downmarket purveyors of traditional 
antisemitic filth. Derek Beackon, 


#2 


Photo Nick Ullmann 


Combat 18 associate and the first- 
ever BNP councillor, had made the 
journey from Essex, as had ex- 
Mosleyite Keith Thompson, formerly 
of the League of St George. Travelling 
from Winchester was bus driver John 
Morse, who once edited the BNP 
newspaper and served a prison 
sentence for racial hatred. 

Another strand of the British fascist 


Lady Michéle Renouf (centre) and, to her right, architect and former BNP activist Peter Phillips (Photo: KSW) 


tradition was represented by former 
NF thug Colin Todd, now keeper of 
the Chestertonian flame as editor of 
Candour, founded by A K Chesterton 
in 1953. Even the furthest lunatic 
fringe of the scene was not to be 
excluded: obsessive antisemitic jailbird 
Simon Sheppard was in charge of the 
sound system, while nonagenarian 
Frank Walsh (a former colleague of 
the long-deceased Jew-hater and 
multiple convict Lady Birdwood) 
turned up late with his usual 
collection of mad leaflets. 

In addition to Edmonds and Renouf, 
the other British speaker at the event 
was Peter Phillips, a former BNP 
activist who once stood for the 
presidency of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects. Unsurprisingly 
Phillips's speech blamed immigration 
for the country's housing crisis, before 
taking a diversion to blame Jews for 
Islamist terrorism. 

One of the most interesting aspects 
of the meeting was the presence of 
several members of the European 
parliamentary staff of Udo Voigt, the 
sole MEP for Germany's neo-Nazi 
NPD. Voigt was NPD leader during 
the years when the German state 
tried to ban the party, and worked 
closely with Horst Mahler at that 
time, but to associate so closely with 
Mahler now is a provocative step 
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Heritage and Destiny. Photo KSW 


given Mahler's open defiance of 
German law. This indicates that the 
NPD has abandoned its pretence of 
moving away from neo-Nazism 
towards a focus on Islamophobia, 
which had seemed to be the policy of 
Voigt's successor as party chairman, 
Holger Apfel, after 2011. 

Apfel quit the NPD leadership in 
2014 and was forced out of the party 
altogether by more radical factions. 
Officially the present leader is Udo 
Pastérs, who like Voigt has been 
convicted of inciting racial hatred, but 
leading figures behind the scenes 
have connections to various banned 
organisations on the neo-Nazi fringe, 
now under the legal spotlight because 
of the forthcoming trials of several 
far-right terrorists. 

The NPD speaker at the Mahler 
fundraiser was one of the party's 
leading intellectuals, Munich city 
councillor Karl Richter, who is a 
European parliamentary aide to Udo 
Voigt. Now 53, Richter has been 
active on the far right since his 
twenties, when he had his first spell at 
the European Parliament working for 
Harald Neubauer, an MEP from the 
Republikaner party headed by Waffen 
SS veteran Franz Schénhuber. 

After the Republikaner split and 
declined during the 1990s, Richter, a 
history graduate, worked for a series 
of neo-Nazi journals and publishing 
houses including Nation Europa and 
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Jeremy Bedford-Turner (centre), London Forum organiser, with Peter Rushton (holding flag) deputy editor of 


2 


Junge Freiheit. Richter took a purist 
antisemitic line in contrast to many 
German and Austrian extremists of his 
generation who aim to distance 
themselves from the Third Reich by 
concentrating mainly on Islam. 
Nevertheless he retains ties to leading 
figures in the Islamophobic 
movement, many of whom have 
political roots in the German League 
for People and Homeland (DLVH), a 
short-lived extremist party which 
Richter co-founded in 1991 during 
the break-up of the Republikaner. 

In today's Germany there are 
ostensibly autonomous “Pro” 
movements in various cities with an 
anti-immigrant and Islamophobic, 
though not openly neo-Nazi, agenda. 
These are modelled on the original 
Cologne-based “Pro KéIn” movement 
founded by DLVH activists in 1996. 
Via these “Pro” movements, veteran 
neo-Nazis (some with close personal 
links to Horst Mahler) seek to 
influence the Islamophobic street 
movement Pegida. 

Despite already having a long 
record of far-right activism, Richter 
was accepted into the German Army 
Reserve as a staff sergeant in 2001, 
where he even conducted political 
seminars for fellow servicemen. This 
activity was halted by the German 
security service, who included some of 
Richter's statements and activities in a 
dossier drawn up to call for the 


banning of the NPD in 2012. Richter 
had joined the party in 2004 when he 
became an adviser to the newly 
elected NPD group in the state 
parliament of Saxony. From 2008 until 
he joined Voigt's European staff in 
2014, Richter was chief editor of the 
NPD newspaper Deutsche Stimme. 

Perhaps preparing for the 
anticipated banning of the party, 
many NPD candidates used to stand 
for election not under the party label 
but as representatives of front groups 
called “Citizens' Initiatives to Stop 
Foreigners”. It was under such a label 
that Richter was elected to Munich 
city council in 2008, where he 
immediately caused outrage and 
attracted criminal charges by giving a 
Hitler salute during his official 
swearing-in as a councillor. 

London was spared Hitler salutes, 
but Richter gave his audience a 
vintage conspiracy theory which 
deserves quoting at length as it 
illustrates the way that intellectual 
Nazis in Europe are developing their 
traditional themes with a spin that 
makes them presentable on Russia 
Today (where Richter's fellow German 
Nazi journalist Manuel Ochsenreiter is 
a regular guest) and in parts difficult 
to distinguish from some of Putin's 
“useful idiots” on the left. 

After concentrating for ten minutes 
on the recent refugee crisis in 
Germany and Austria, Richter 
continued: 

“Ladies and gentleman, all this I'm 
talking about is no accident. As you 
perhaps know, the American 
intelligence service CIA surprised the 
public some years ago with a quite 
remarkable prophecy. We were told 
by the CIA that Germany would be 
ungovernable somewhere about the 
year 2020. | think when the American 
secret service make such a forecast 
public you may confidently assume 
that they know something we don't 
know as normal European citizens. 

“At CIA | suppose they also know 
very well that mass immigration from 
the Middle East to Central Europe is 
anything but an accident. On the 
contrary the mass immigration fits 
exactly into a cold-blooded 
calculation. In Greece there were 
found small pocket booklets in the 
luggage of so-called refugees with all 
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Colin Todd (in pale jacket and black shirt), a violent thug who is close to the Italian fascist leader Roberto Fiore. Photo Nick Ullmann 
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Udo Voigt MEP, one of Germany's most active postwar Nazis, who last year was appointed to the European 
Parliament's Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs Committee 


necessary information about the best 
travel routes to Germany, about how 
to deal with the German authorities, 
and even the phone numbers of 
refugee support organisations in 
Germany were listed. 

“You want to know who did the 
printing of those practical booklets 
and who paid the money for 
distributing them to the refugees, you 
are confronted in a very unexpected 
way with an old friend: the multi- 
billionaire and so-called philanthropist 
George Soros, with his Open Society 
Foundation. As you know this is the 
foundation which in the last 15 years 
sponsored and organised a number of 
colour revolutions in former member 
countries of the Warsaw Pact — in 
Georgia for example, in former 
Yugoslavia, in Ukraine. 

“In our times as everyone knows 
enemy countries are conquered no 
longer by tanks and bombarding by 
the Luftwaffe but by democratic 
underground propaganda from the 
West. And exactly the same guys are 
pursuing a criminal plan in the middle 
of Europe. The plan to destroy Europe 
as well as Germany by millions of 
immigrants. To bring civil war, ethnic 
war to Europe in order to eliminate 
Europe as a potential geostrategic 
rival for the United States of America. 
That's the high criminal calculation of 
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those guys.” 

Then Richter gave an astonishing 
hymn of praise to the Kremlin 
Mussolini himself, perhaps hoping to 
earn a greater share of the funding 
that Russian propaganda services 
direct to Europe's far right. 

“Sometimes you can think that 
Russia is not governed by Mr Putin 
but by the Devil himself. But the truth 
is otherwise. Unlike in Germany, in 
Russia there is a president who is 
defending his country and its future. 
A president who is clearly aware of his 
adversaries, whereas in Germany (as 


well as in Great Britain and in France 
and every other European country) 
there are only vassals of the White 
House in government who are 
betraying to the enemy their own 
peoples.” 

Joining Richter on the platform was 
Daniel Carlsen, a 25-year-old Danish 
intern from Voigt's parliamentary 
staff, who despite his youth leads his 
own tiny Nazi party, the Party of the 
Danes (DP). From age 18 to 21 
Carlsen was an activist in the openly 
Nazi Danish National Socialist 
Movement (DNSB). Despite 
attempting to be more mainstream in 
his new party, Carlsen and his fellow 
DP candidates have won only a tiny 
vote but he enjoyed some media 
attention as a result of two scandals. 
In 2009, while still in the DNSB and 
having just given a speech in honour 
of Adolf Hitler's birthday, he was 
allowed to carry out national service 
as a Royal Life Guard in a unit 
providing security for the Queen of 
Denmark. Then this year just a few 
days before speaking in London 
Carlsen deliberately provoked a media 
storm by publishing racist comments 
about the Danish national football 
team, seen as a personal attack on 
Denmark and Aston Villa defender 
Jores Okore. 

Carlsen revelled in the press 
attention but, given the tiny size of 
his party, might struggle to win much 
in the way of Kremlin funds! 

The weirdest speaker at the Mahler 
fundraising forum was Charles Krafft, 


Karl Richter, NPD intellectual and parliamentary aide to Udo Voigt 


Daniel Carlsen, leader of the Party of the Danes and European Parliament intern on Udo Voigt's staff 


a notorious artist from Seattle, 
Washington, who had been due to 
stage an exhibition the same month 
at the fashionable East End gallery 
Stolenspace. Krafft's Holocaust denial 
and racism was exposed by an 
American journalist early in 2013, but 
the gallery's owners preferred to strike 
a “liberal” pose and even when 
cancelling the exhibition did so with 
an ill-conceived statement which 
appeared to blame protesters and 
endorse Krafft's right to “free 
expression”. Krafft himself 
contributed a deceitful press 
statement claiming “I am nota 
Holocaust denier”. 

In fact as his speech to the Mahler 
fundraiser made clear, Krafft is a 
veteran Holocaust denier and an 
admirer of the murderous Romanian 
Nazi Corneliu Codreanu, a fanatic 
whose only problem with the 
Holocaust was that it didn’t kill 
enough Jews. 

Krafft contributed a specially 
designed Nick Griffin teapot which 
was auctioned to raise money for 
Mahler. Perhaps the noble “liberals” 
of Stolenspace will now wake up: not 
only does their hero of artistic 
freedom idolise one of the 20th 
century's most infamous Jew-killers, 
he also puts his art at the service of 
one of the 21st century's most 
extreme antisemites. 

Completing the line-up of overseas 
guest speakers and making a return 
visit to the London Forum was the 


Flemish fascist Rob Verreycken from 
the separatist Vlaams Belang. 
Verrecycken is part of the more 
hardline faction in the VB, 
unsurprising as his father Wim was an 
activist in the militant paramilitary 
VMO, which evolved into the VB's 


Artist Charles Krafft, who donated a Nick Griffin teapot (not a mug!) to auction 


predecessor Vlaams Blok before it was 
banned in 2004 and transformed itself 
into today's VB. 

Rob Verreycken is a former Antwerp 
city councillor and from 2004 to 2006 
was a member of the Flemish 
Parliament. He has also served on the 
European Parliamentary staff. His 
presence at an openly neo-Nazi event 
is surprising given the VB's recent 
reinvention of itself as one of the 
most pro-Israeli European fascist 
parties, even sending delegations 
together with members of the 
Austrian Freedom Party to meet fringe 
elements of the Israeli right. 

Verreycken's presence at the Mahler 
fundraiser (and his previous 
involvement with the London Forum, 
whose organisers are among some of 
the most blatant antisemites in the 
English-speaking world) should 
remind the more naive Islamophobes 
that their politics are not only 
distasteful, but also dangerous and 
self-defeating — just as much as the 
equally naive “useful idiocy” of the 
pro-Putin left. 


iin 
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The leadership of Europe's anti- 
Islamist movement is thoroughly 
penetrated by old-style nazis using 
populist anti-immigration and 
Isamophobic slogans with the 
eventual aim of rehabilitating ancient 
conspiracy theories and genocidal 
agendas. 

One regular London Forum speaker 
who rarely troubles to conceal his 
extremism is Finland's Kai Murros, 
who advances a peculiar synthesis of 
Maoism and racial nationalism, and 
dreams of pogroms against Jews in a 
Nazi version of Pol Pot's Cambodia. 


+ 


ae a 
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Kai Murros, admirer of the methods of Pol Pot 


At a London Forum meeting chaired 
by Bedford-Turner in October 2015, 
Murros did not worry about the race 
act or other laws against inciting 
violence: 

“Make it absolutely clear that there 
are no laws, no agreements, no 
treaties ... that you would not break 
in order to secure the future of the 
English people. 

“The change must be brought from 
the outside and it must be brought by 
force. For this historic task an entirely 
new type of shock troops should be 
created: the nationalist Khmer Noir 
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Leading Flemish fascist and former MP Rob Verreycken 


commandos, raised from the ranks of 
the working class. Clad in black 
hoodies, covering their faces with 
black and white chequered scarves, 
the young fanatics of the movement 
will storm the universities, break into 
classrooms and tear the academics 
down from their podiums. 

“The red academics will be forced 
to admit their crimes against the 
English people in mass rallies. They 
will publicly confess how they have 
always conspired against the English 
people, how they have always hated 
the English people, and how they 
have always fantasised about hurting 
the English people. After this the red 
academics will be forced to face the 
wrath of the masses. 

“The parasite intellectuals will be 
forced at all times to carry signs 
declaring their evil schemes against 
the English people. 

“... Nationalist cultural revolution 
requires that you ignite an inferno of 
rage in the English people.” 

At that event Murros was joined by 
the young Lithuanian fascist 
Mindaugas Sidaravicius and the 
Canadian Nazi Sebastian Ronin, an 
open supporter of the Norwegian 
terrorist murderer Anders Behring 
Breivik. In 2011 Ronin described the 
murders of defenceless children by 
Breivik as “the first Archeofuturist 
military engagement and victory”. 

So far the London Forum is a 
relatively small scale example of 
cooperation between ostensibly 
divergent strands of the extreme 
right, where Istamophobes cooperate 
with antisemites. For an example of 
this type of politics in action we need 


Lithuanian fascist Mindaugas Sidaravicius 
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Philippe Vardon, a leading figure in the French version of Generation Identity, who won a seat for the National 
Front in the December 2015 regional election in Provence-Alpes-Céte d'Azure 


look no further than France, where 
despite her supposed split with her 
father and party founder Jean Marie 
Le Pen, the National Front leader 
Marine Le Pen happily includes on her 
list of candidates in the December 
2015 regional elections such ultra- 
hardliners as Philippe Vardon, former 
leader of the Bloc Identitaire. 

Vardon was meant to be one of the 
speakers at a racist extremist 
conference banned by the Hungarian 
authorities in Budapest last year, 
which attracted an ugly gallery of 
fanatics many of whom were linked 
to the London Forum. While the older 


aa 


Sebastian Ronin, founder of the Renaissance Party of 
North America and fan of the Norwegian terrorist 
Anders Breivik 


generation of nazis such as Edmonds 
and Rushton consort with European 
Action and Holocaust deniers of the 
Haverbeck and Mahler vintage, the 
likes of Vardon and the publishers 
Arktos (who have an important role at 
the London Forum) recruit a young 
intellectual vanguard via Generation 
Identity and regular conferences in 
Stockholm. 

Gl's British operations have suffered 
some setbacks with the failure of 
National Action to move beyond 
small-scale vandalism, after 
antifascists crushed them on the 
streets of Liverpool. Yet there is no 
time for complacency. These 
apparently absurd spotty students are 
merely one arm of a sinister 
continent-wide network, whose 
directing brains have long experience 
in extremist politics, including 
terrorism. 
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YET AGAIN, AFTER the solemn ceremony on the morning of Nazi busybody Eddy Stampton assaulting an NF member from 
Remembrance Sunday, 8 November, the afternoon brought a Hull in a pub in Pimlico. Clearly Stampton had overdosed on 


bunch of Nazis and thugs to Whitehall to defile the memory the Latin American marching powder ahead of the shambolic 
of those who died in battle. The National Front has marched shuffle, this year under the slogan “No more brothers wars", a 
to the Cenotaph every year since the 1970s though in slogan that the Nazis adopted to show their opposition to the 
pathetic numbers now compared to the thousands in the fight against Nazism and fascism after the Second World War. 
party’s heyday. The assault on the fellow Nazi, a case of mistaken identity 
The day had not started well for the NF with the freelance on Stampton's part, was cheered on by a handful of Polish 


Nazis Stampton had brought along. 

The official NF march numbered slightly less 
than 100. The police prevented Stampton's ragtag 
group of 20 from joining the main march as it 
reached Whitehall and they had to walk along the 
pavement. 

‘Led by the veteran Nazi hate machine Richard 
Edmonds and the former NF leader Kevin 

~ McMahon, just retired after a serious road 
accident, was a cavalcade of some of the nastiest 
animals on two legs in the UK. They included men 
of violence such as the recidivist brute Simon 
Biggs, Terry Blackham, Paul Podromou, alias Paul 
Pitt, the onetime loyalist poster boy Eddy Whicker, 
the almost infirm first British National Party 
councillor Derek Beackon, and the former 
gangsters’ moll Bernadette Jaggers. 

Then there was Ken Kelly, onetime gun fancier, 
and lan Newport, close friend of Tony “Mad 
Bomber" Lecomber. Even Colin Todd, enforcer for 
Roberto Fiore, the convicted Italian terrorist 
millionaire, dared to show his face. 

Looking lonely at the tail end of the march was 
the man who sticks his nose into everybody else's 
business on the far right, Jez Bedford-Turner. 


Heading the march: Kevin McMahon (centre) and Richard Edmonds (left, with scowl) 
Photo: Nick Ullmann 


r 


Ken Kelly with Eddy Morrison (right) who has joined just about every British fascist group around and Bernadette Jaggers, former minder to former BNP leader Nick Griffin. 
formed a few short-lived ones of his own. Photo: Nick Ullmann Photo: Nick Ullmann 
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Photo: Nick Ullmann 


Eddy Whicker Simon Biggs lan Newport 


NP 


Paul Podromou brings a wreath Colin Todd Terry Blackham 


Harry Potter lookalike Kevin Layzell (in hi-vis jacket) London Forum organiser Jez Bedford-Turner 
Photo: KSW Photo: KSW 
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Henry Young reports 


A DISAPPOINTING 65 people made 
their way to the annual conference of 
Britain First in Derbyshire on 14 
November. The party variously claims 
1,000 or 6,000 members and in any 
case should be doing better in the 
wake of the near collapse of the 
English Defence League, which attracts 
much the same sort of Islamophobic 
street activist. 

The unsurprising theme of this year's 
conference, the third in the party's 
history, was “Taking our country 
back". Britain First was founded in 
May 2011 as a breakaway from the 
British National Party. It is nationalist, 
anti-immigration and anti-EU but its 
main target is and always has been 
Islamism, which to them means Islam 
as a whole and all Muslims. The party 
has staged a series of mosque 
invasions across the country and self- 
styled “Christian Patrols" outside 
mosques in east London, though there 
is nothing Christian about the party's 
ideology of hate. 


Paul Golding leads his troops 
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Although Britain First is a registered 
political party — initially registered in 
November 2011 and re-registered on 
10 January 2014 after the party 
carelessly allowed the first registration 
to lapse — the conference was a 
secretive affair. Members were told to 
meet in the car park of the Days Inn 
Hotel at the Welcome Break service 
area between junctions 30 and 31 of 
the M1 motorway. At the appointed 
hour of 11.30am several Britain First 
officials wearing “green activist 
jackets” (in other words paramilitary- 
style uniforms in contravention of the 
Public Order Act 1936) appeared and 
requested sight of ID before handing 
over a piece of paper with the location 
of the second rendezvous point three 
and a half miles away. 

There, the car park of Renishaw 
Miners Welfare in Renishaw, 
Derbyshire, two party activists directed 
people a further half mile down the 
road to the final rendezvous point and 
location of the conference, the Sitwell 


Arms Hotel. There members were 
instructed to wait outside before being 
invited upstairs to a corridor where 
they were exposed to the full rigour of 
a bag check, body check and individual 
photo taken by Britain First's head of 
security using a MUV1 hands-free 
camera. Only then were participants 
allowed to present themselves at the 
registration desk where ID was 
requested again. 

Despite the elaborate security 
arrangements people were informed 
that the party's membership database 
had broken down and members’ 
names were accepted on trust. 
Members were issued with a hand- 
held Union Flag to vote on 
amendments to the party's 
constitution. 

BF branded merchandise including 
fleeces, hoodies and sweatshirts 
embossed with the party logo and 
Crown was for sale on three separate 
tables. Most remained unsold by the 
end of the meeting. The Bracknell- 


based online retailer Lionheart GB, 
which has traded since August 2014, 
also had a stall selling Loyalist and 
Knights Templar International 
embossed merchandise. 

The conference opened 80 minutes 
late at 1.10pm with the recitation of 
The Lord's Prayer for the victims of the 
“Islamic State” terrorist attack in Paris 
the previous evening. This was followed 
by the entry of two standard bearers 
carrying the Union and Knights Templar 
flags. A minute's silence was observed 
in memory of the fallen together with a 
prayer for “party heroes” who had 
passed away since 2014: Lee Andrew 
Dowery (“Dite"), Walter Jaynes and 
Matthew (Matt) King, the party's 
former head of security. 

Like the BNP, the main speakers at 
the conference were the usual party 
worthies plus an overseas guest. 

Party leader Paul Golding boasted 
that he had been arrested six times 
over the past two years. He was clearly 
a glutton for more punishment: “This 
country is heading for civil war. There 
will be bloodshed. It is better to die on 
your feet than live on your knees. 
We're probably going to take control 
of this country after a civil war." 

Presumably echoing earlier party calls 
for white Britons to “outbreed" 
Muslims, he added: “It is a duty and 
an act of war to bring children into 
this situation.” 

Golding claimed it cost £10,000 a 
month to run the party. One assumes 
he is not the only activist demanding 
to be kept in clover. On top of that the 
party needed to raise £30,000 to fund 
its 2016 London Mayoral election 
campaign which will be launched on 1 
February 2016. No prizes for guessing 
that Golding himself will be the 
candidate in the poll on 5 May 2016. 

“We have many tricks up our 
sleeves," he promised his audience. 
“We are holding back several publicity 
stunts. The indigenous population is a 
minority in London. We are a minority 
in our own capital." Again imploring 
attendees to procreate, he cited Rachel 
Scott's Birthing God's Mighty Warriors. 

Turning his attention to the party 
that over the past two years has 
mopped up most of the right-wing 
vote, Golding said: “! do like UKIP, 
Nigel Farage and Paul Nuttall. UKIP 
will melt away when the crunch 
comes. They are ignoring the elephant 
in the room. This country is going to 
be taken over. We will be in a minority. 
There is going to be bloodshed. 

“Unlike our predecessor 


Deputy leader Jayda Fransen 


organisations we are disciplined, non- 
racist and non-extremist.” Venturing 
into the realms of fantasy, he added: 
“The Britain First Facebook page is 
more powerful than The Sun." 

Golding, a former BNP councillor in 
Sevenoaks and former BNP national 
communications officer, expressed 
disappointment with the turnout but 
conceded he was always over- 
optimistic. 

The deputy leader of the party Jayda 
Fransen, a former EDL activist, was the 
other main speaker, notable for 
showing her three tattoos, but not for 
anything she said. 

James Dowson appeared as a guest 
speaker under his latest label, the 
European Christian Family Forum, but 
was one of the founders of Britain First 
and its former administration manager. 
A self-proclaimed vicar and militant 
anti-abortion activist, in 2014 he 
announced his retirement from all 
political activities and withdrawal from 
Britain First, claiming its mosque 
invasions were unchristian and 
attracted “racists and extremists” to 
the organisation. Speaking to the same 
racists and extremists at the party's 
conference doesn't seem to have 
bothered him. 

Before he joined Britain First he was 
the BNP's chief fundraiser for three 
years. In that period he claims to have 
raised £4 million for the party, though 
the figure appears to grow with time. 
He also avoids mentioning that a fair 
proportion of the sums raised found 
their way into his own companies. 


Dowson is also a former Orange 
Order member and has several criminal 
convictions, including breach of the 
peace in 1986, possession of an 
offensive weapon and breach of the 
peace in 1991 and criminal damage 
in 1992. 

He still appears keen on the violent 
pursuit of his political aims, telling 
Channel 4 News on 19 June 2014: 
“One thing | agree with Mr [Anjem] 
Choudary on is there is such a concept 
as a just war, a Holy War. He calls it 
Jihad. We call it Crusade.” 

The conference's foreign guest was 
Dr Imre Téglasy, founder and president 
since 1996 of Alpha Alliance for the 
Protection of Unborn, New-Born 
Babies, Children and Families. Alpha is 
the Hungarian affiliate of Human Life 
International (HLI), a Catholic pro-life 
organisation based in Virginia, USA. 
HLI describes itself as the biggest pro- 
life organisation in the world and 
works with people of all faiths and 
with secular groups to advance the 
pro-life cause mainly by education and 
advocacy. Unlike Dowson's 
organisations, HLI's methods are non- 
violent and its mission is “to defend 
the God-given right to life and dignity 
of all human persons from conception 
until natural death”. 

Dr Téglasy's invitation followed the 
visit by Golding and Fransen to Hungary 
in October 2015 to meet prominent 
nationalist and Christian activists. 

In a talk entitled “In black and white: 
war of the cradles" Dr Téglasy said the 
major battlefields in the war of cradles 
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included contraception and abortion. 
He highlighted the findings of National 
Security Study Memorandum: 
Implications of Worldwide Population 
Growth for US Security and Overseas 
Interests (NSSM 200) of 1974, which 
gave prominence to population control 
and the promotion of contraception in 
less developed countries. 

He cited Lothrup Stoddard, an 
American historian, Islamic scholar, 
eugenicist, and author of The Rising 
Tide of Color: The Threat Against 
White World Supremacy (1920), which 
predicted the collapse of white world 
empire and colonialism because of 
population growth among the non- 
white peoples of the world. Stoddard 
advocated a eugenic separation of the 
“primary races” of the world. 

Dr Téglasy went on to outline the 
abortion laws in Africa, Asia and Europe 
and contrasted the Total Fertility Rate 
in Europe of 1.4 with that in Africa of 
2.1. He cited Jacob Hutter, founder of 
an ethno-religious group based in the 
Austrian province of Tyrol in the 16th 
century, and noted the high birth rate 
among the successor Hutterites. 

In true fascist style, all 18 policy 
motions put to the conference were 
passed unanimously without dissent. 
Britain First would: 


¢ Introduce a comprehensive ban on 
Islam in the United Kingdom, 
including the prohibition of halal 
slaughter, sharia courts, religious 
publications such as the Koran, the 
operation of mosques, madrassas 
and Islamic cultural centres and the 
public preaching and teaching of 
Islamic scriptures and doctrines. 


Introduce a total ban on the word 
“racism” in the media, a word the 
party claims has for too long been 
a weapon to undermine debate 
and suppress discussion on 
important matters of nationhood, 
immigration and political 
correctness. 


Make it an act of treason to 
implement any policy or measure, 
or sign any agreement, that 
facilitates or results in significant 
numbers of foreigners entering the 
sovereign territory of the United 
Kingdom with the aim of settling. 


Withdraw Britain from the United 
Nations and replace NATO with a 
new Western collective defence 
arrangement. 


e Abolish the BBC. 
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A number of amendments to the 
party's constitution, the first since the 
party's foundation, were passed 
unanimously without debate. 

In an activists’ award ceremony, 
nearly half the audience went up to 
receive medals for their service to the 
party, thereby giving the other half of 
the audience something to aspire for 
next year. 

Five videos were shown during the 
afternoon including: /slam, Britain and 
the West in 2035, The Fightback has 
begun and The British Fightback 
continues. Others focussed on fertility 
and immigration and a tribute to the 
British Army in Afghanistan. 

A journalist, Steven Hopkins, from 
the Huffington Post was thrown out of 
the conference during the lunchbreak 
at 3.30pm. It was announced that a 
second infiltrator had been expelled 
during the interval. The conference 
overran and finished at 7.30pm. 

Although Britain First presents itself 
as a political party, its organisational 
structure partly reflects its militaristic 
vision of itself. Its website claims it is 
run by its leadership team, consisting of 
Golding and Fransen, “but the major 
decisions are taken by the "Standing 
Committee", a six-strong body. A 
National Executive Council comprises 
the Regional Commanding Officers 
(RCOs) and Deputy Commanding 
Officers (DCOs) who co-ordinate the 
activist branches, units and brigades. 

Several of the RCOs and DCOs were 
at the conference including southeast 
RCO Steven Lewis and Midlands RCO 
Robin Lomax, the party's head of 
security, an ex-serviceman who was 
arrested in an attack on a “Beyond 
UKIP” meeting in London on 30 
March 2015. Midlands DCO Stan 
Karczewski was also present. From the 
northern region came “Shane”, the 
RCO, and his deputy Geoffrey Clynch, 
a former BNP organiser for the Isle of 
Wight and BNP parliamentary 
candidate at the 2010 general election. 

They were joined by the southwest 
RCO Peter McCulloch, the provisional 
eastern region RCO and DCO, John 
and Dawn Percivaldi, and the 
provisional south central RCO Kirk 
Heaton. Not present were the 
southeast DCO Amanda Slatter, a 
former EDL activist, Scotland RCO Alan 
Galbraith and any officer from Wales. 

Others present included Jake James 
Elstone, Britain First's treasurer and 
administration officer, and Craig Brooks 
from the party's northern “brigade” 
who wrote on Facebook that “Civil 
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Political party or paramilitary organisation? 


war is needed". Also from the north 
were Betty and Kevin Potter, and Dean 
Rogers from the northwest. Among 
those representing the Midlands 
brigade were Archie Janes, Sarah 
Lomax, Richard Payling, Jason 
Stanyard and Ashley, Kevin and Paul 
Waring. Colin Mcintyre made the 
journey from Glasgow. Several 
participants were ex-servicemen who 
showed off their tattoos. 

Britain First is now calling for a day of 
action on 30 January in Dewsbury, a 
town that has long been a battlefield 
between the far right and everyone 
else. The party's publicity states: “All 
patriots are welcome to attend” and 
“Good standards of behaviour apply”. 
Judging by previous Britain First actions, 
their idea of “good standards” might 
not be everyone else's. A Britain First 
Facebook page states provocatively: 
“Join us in Dewsbury, a well known 
nest of Islamism, to protest against the 
scourge of hate preachers, extremism, 
terrorism, halal slaughter, FGM, child 
brides, radicalisation, ‘Trojan Horse’ 
infiltration of our schools, grooming 
gangs, and sharia courts.” Britain First's 
“teams” claim to have distributed 3,000 
leaflets and newspapers in the town on 
6 December. 

The Britain First action will take place 
a week before Stephen Lennon, former 
street leader of the EDL, attempts to 
launch a British version of the German 
anti-Islamist group Pegida with a rally 
in Birmingham on 6 February. The last 
time someone tried to set up Pegida, 
which in German stands for Patriotic 
Europeans Against the Islamisation of 
the Occident, it flopped. Two years 
ago Lennon left the EDL and 
persuaded the anti-extremism group 
the Quilliam Foundation that he had 
renounced his far-right views. A cynic 
might say this apparent conversion was 
an attempt to keep out of prison. He is 
now calling for a ban on Muslim 
immigration to the UK and a five-year 
moratorium on the construction of 
new mosques. So nothing new there. 
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By Gerry Gable 


ANYONE PROMPTED TO examine 
official Foreign Office historical 
publications can no longer find them in 
pdf format on the Foreign Office website. 
Their online publication has now been 
“privatised” to a website called 
issuu.com. 

Founded in Denmark in 2006, 
issuu.com has expanded to become one 
of the most highly regarded sites in the 
world, with a headquarters in Silicon 
Valley and more than US$20 million of 
investment. 

The site can be used free of charge, 
but also offers a premium paid service 
to create online versions of documents 
that are more user-friendly than pdf. 

One problem however is that, in 
common with many other online 
services such as search engines and 
Amazon, issuu.com offers automated 
further reading suggestions at the end of 
each document from its online 
publications library, based on presumed 
connections to the content just accessed. 

The results can be disconcerting and 
should disturb the Foreign Office. 

For example at the end of one of the 
most widely known Foreign Office 


histories, former FCO official historian 
Gill Bennett's investigation of the 
notorious Zinoviev Letter, The Zinoviev 
Letter of 1924: ‘A most extraordinary 
and mysterious business’, prominent 
links appear to some of the world's 
most extreme antisemitic literature. 

These include the Holocaust denying 
Journal of Historical Review, originally 
published by the late Willis Carto, issues 
of Carto's more recent conspiracist 
journal Barnes Review and the rival 
American Nazi journal The Nationalist 
Times. 

Also listed are such notorious 
antisemitic texts as Adolf Hitler — 
Founder of Israel and 1001 Quotes By 
and About Jews, together with Cold 
War classics such as Red Symphony. 

In short alongside official Foreign 
Office histories one is offered a 
compendium of antisemitism. 

There is no suggestion that issuu.com 
is deliberately promoting antisemitism: 
it will apparently take business from 
anyone and the problem is created 
automatically by its search system. 

But the Foreign Office should be 
concerned for its reputation. 
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Some of the antisemitic publications that 
readers of a Foreign Office document are 
thought to be interested in. 


] 
eer nexnmnmanennammn===ei nna Ennai 


KARDEL 


ADOLF HITLER - 
FOUNDER OF 
ISRAEL 


ISRAEL IN WAR 
- WITH JEWS 


PUBLISHER 


Bringing bistary into accord with the facts in the tradition of Dr Harry Elmer Barnes 
nn 


THE BARNES REVIEW 


A JOURNAL OF NATIONALIST THOUGHT & HISTORY 


VOLUME XIV NUMBER S SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2008. 


Ipe  nI 


First time ever reviewed in the English language: 
| The great Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn's banned hook on 
Russian-Jewish relations & the Christian holocaust 


Winter 2015-16 | Searchlight | 21 


Analysing extremism | extremism 


Dr Paul Jackson reviews: 
M. Testa, Militant Anti-Fascism: A Hundred Years of Resistance AK Press 2015, £14.99 


THERE HAS NEVER been much detailed study of anti- 
fascism, and really the history of the movement is largely 
untold. A few academic figures well known for their study 
of the history of fascism in Britain, such as Nigel Copsey and 
David Renton, have produced interesting, well researched 
explorations of the topic, but nevertheless it remains 
somewhat neglected. So, when a new book arrives on anti- 
fascism it is exciting to see. For those with an interest in 
exploring and understanding what anti-fascism is, how its 
activists have developed the cause, and what its aims are, 
any new book on the topic is going to be of interest. Books 
like M. Testa's Militant Anti-Fascism: A Hundred Years of 
Resistance are always going to find a receptive audience, as 
almost anyone interested in deepening their understanding 
of anti-fascism will want to have a read. But what does it 
tell us that is really new about the subject? 

If nothing else, the book offers a very readable account of 
many examples of anti-fascism in Britain and Europe. It is 
broken into two parts, the first focusing on anti-fascism in 
Europe in the interwar years, honing in on central cases 
such as opposition to the rise of Nazism in Germany. It also 
looks at fascism and anti-fascism other countries, such as 
Italy, Spain, France, Romania, Hungary and Britain. There is 
some critical assessment of some anti-fascist strategies here 
too. For example, it rightly stresses that, when faced with 
the growing Nazi party, the Communist Party of Germany 
was wrong to dismiss fellow left-wing Social Democrats, 
who also opposed the Nazis, as ‘social fascists’. We will 
never know for sure, but a more unified approach might 
well have proved more effective in holding back the rise of 
Nazism. 

However, while the historical discussions here are very 
readable and written in a lively way, they could do a lot 
more to actually scrutinise the history. They tend to simply 
paint a romanticized, glowing picture of anti-fascists as 
heroes fending off terrible fascists, often through violent 
confrontations. What these discussions lack is any real 
nuance, alongside a detailed critical assessment of the wide 
range of anti-fascist activities developed in this period. What 
worked? What was not effective? How did strategies differ? 
We do not really find out. Basically, there is little effort to 
really move beyond a left-leaning heroisation of opposition 
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to the various fascist movements and authoritarian regimes 
of interwar Europe. It fails to really say something new 
about anti-fascism at this time. 

Moreover, the discussions are underpinned by a theme 
that, if anything, becomes stronger as the book progresses: 
the promotion of a specifically aggressive, militant approach 
to opposing fascism as the only effective strategy out there. 
However, this rather one-dimensional approach to idealising 
political violence does jar somewhat with the reasons why 
most people see fascism as so problematic in the first place: 
it is violent. Violence is as not something to be fetishized, 
Testa claims, but through the many accounts of violent 
clashes between fascists and anti-fascists physical aggression 
is basically endorsed as part and parcel of being a true 
anti-fascist. 

Developing this analysis, the second half of the book 
focuses on anti-fascism in Britain after 1945. It covers a 
range of key organisations, from the 43 Group and the 62 
Group, to the Anti Nazi League, to Anti-Fascist Action, to 
more recent anti-fascist clashes with the English Defence 
League. The accounts are again interesting, not least as they 
are based around some lengthy first hand recollections from 
the activists involved. They do also achieve the book's aim 
of developing a narrative of fascism and anti-fascism in 
Britain in the post-war period. Yet once more these chapters 
lack any detailed critical engagement with tactics or 
approaches, other than stressing the need for a hardline, 
militant response. The analysis simply fails to persuade 
anyone who does not share this hardline approach towards 
militancy that this type of extreme response is necessary. 
Moreover, this also means that, for those not convinced of 
the case for such militancy, the narrative does not really 
come across as one that is very reliable. 

If this was simply a book aimed at militant anti-fascists, 
this would be understandable. However, its preface claims 
the book has two aims. The first is to create an accessible 
history of anti-fascism across Europe over the past hundred 
years, in order to raise the knowledge base of contemporary 
anti-fascists. It does do this, and certainly offers a rousing 
set of stories for those drawn to a militant approach to 
identify with. Its second aim is to offer an analysis that will 
be relevant to ‘those studying the subject in an academic 


Anti-fascists blocked the road in Walthamstow to stop the English Defence League 
marching in 2012. Photo: Sonia Gable 


context’, and here it is really lacking. There is some attempt 
to draw on people like Nigel Copsey and Stanley Payne to 
develop the discussions, though Testa seems to ignore their 
more nuanced approaches to conceptualising fascism. 
Unfortunately, it is also a book with a strong thesis that is 
not really compatible with an academic account. 

It is deeply politicised too, hampering its ambition to be 
an academic study. It not only argues that militant 
approaches to anti-fascism are the only effective strategy, 
but also claims that an authentic anti-fascism should really 
be part of a wider radical left-wing politics that is also 
concerned with overthrowing the state, and opposing 
capitalism more generally. As such, the book draws on a 
framework for understanding fascism that, academically 
speaking, is now very dated. It presents fascism as a product 
of capitalism going wrong, and so to tackle fascism it also 
argues that anti-fascists, ultimately, must oppose capitalism 
too. This very left leaning position suggests that only those 
opposed to the middle classes and the bourgeoisie can be 
true anti-fascists, and so sets the anti-fascist cause within a 
language of radical class warfare. 

The Introduction also identifies other variants of anti- 
fascism: ‘state legislative’, and ‘liberal’. However, these are 
not to be trusted, as neither the state nor liberals are likely 
to identify with the radical political aspirations that Testa's 
militant anti-fascism suggests is essential. Apparently, the 
state variant of anti-fascism has an ulterior motive: using 
the powers of the state to stymie the radical left. 
Meanwhile, anyone who does not share the anti-capitalist 
ideology of the author/s is dismissed as a liberal who is not 
up for a fight. ‘Liberal anti-fascists’ are likened to the 
appeasers of Nazism, such as Neville Chamberlain. 

In terms of being worthy of serious academic attention, 
these arguments are just too simplistic, lack any sense of 
proportion, and are also poorly developed in the book. It 
does not really create a convincing assessment of exactly 
how militant activity has much positive effect, by showing 
a consistent pattern of cause and effect. Potentially, there 


is a case to be made that 
in certain situations directly 
opposing extremists has a 
role to play, but the book 
fails to make this 
argument. It also fails to 
engage with the issue that 
many extreme-right 
groups that march on the 
streets, such as the EDL, 
actually desire a militant 
anti-fascist response, as 
this gives their own politics 
a heightened sense of 
attention, confrontation 
and apparent significance. There is no critical awareness that 
militancy creates issues too. 

The book shows a lack of a sense of perspective in other 
ways too. In particular, it conflates far more extreme 
episodes from the interwar period with contemporary 
British situations in quite simplistic ways. In its Introduction, 
Testa argues that militancy today is justified in just the 
same way as military opposition to Franco's coup in Spain 
was justified by anarchists and socialists during the Spanish 
Civil War. However, to suggest that the British National 
Party or the EDL of recent times is in any way comparable 
to the forces mustered by Franco's coup of 1936 shows 
very a poor sense of proportion. What Spain faced in 1936 
was a force on a scale that genuinely threatened people's 
lives, unleashed savage civil war, and allowed Franco to put 
himself into a position to take over a state. Moreover, the 
militant left of the period engaged in its own genuine 
atrocities too. What British fascists have been able to 
muster in recent years, meanwhile, is a situation that is 
nothing like this. Not even close. Frankly, the current 
extreme right in Britain do not justify the aggressively 
militant responses that are promoted in this book. 

Evoking the memory of opposing Franco is no justificatory 
argument either. 

To sum up, as someone who by now is obviously ‘outside’ 
the ideological perspective of the book, | could go on with 
criticising its judgement and assessment of historical 
episodes. Yet despite hearty criticisms, | would still 
recommend it as a book well worth reading. In its 
conclusion, Testa stresses that the book has been written to 
encourage debate, which | have tried to offer in this review. 
Testa also wants to inspire new histories of anti-fascism. 
Here | unreservedly agree. Debates on, and histories of, 
anti-fascism are much needed. So, on the one hand it is a 
book that is certainly likely to appeal to those on the radical 
and militant left who will agree with its rather uncritical 
arguments. On the other, for ‘liberal’ academics like me, 
though it will not be seen as a reliable history, it will be a 
book we turn to, to help develop a much more complex 
picture of anti-fascism in the coming years. 
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By Leonard Zeskind 


WILLIS ALLISON CARTO, aged 89, died on 26 October 
2015. During his 60 years as an active antisemite, he put 
Holocaust denial on the map. He published a weekly tabloid 
newspaper, The Spotlight, which at one point had over 
300,000 subscribers. He helped launch David Duke's brief 
career as an electable politician. For decades he served as 
the lynchpin between racists and antisemites in the USA 
and their cousins in the United Kingdom and on the 
European continent. 

Carto emerged in the 1950s, a period when the first 
high walls of super-racial segregation were being breached 
in the South. The US Supreme Court broke the back of 
segregation-by-law in its 1954 ruling that racial segregation 
in schools was unconstitutional. Dr Martin Luther King Jr 
formed the Southern Christian Leadership Council. And 
Citizens Councils and Klansmen worked to stop civil rights 
activists and lawsuits. Carto, who lived in California at that 
time, published a newsletter entitled Right. He promoted 
anti-communist, antisemitic, and segregationist ideas. At 
the same time, he organised an outfit under another rubric 
called the Joint Council for Repatriation. It was a so-called 
Back-To-Africa scheme that was far outside conservative, 
even racist convention. 

In 1960, the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
was formed and it would lead voting rights and desegregation 
drives across the South to great effect. That same year, Carto 
launched Liberty Lobby in Washington DC. It became his 
primary vehicle to find a wider following. He insinuated his 
politics onto the edges of Republican Presidential nominee 
Senator Barry Goldwater's following, and found a place in 
the centre of Governor George Wallace's 1968 third-party 
campaign for President. 

At the same time, on a different, more straightforward racist 
track, Carto wrote under the pseudonym E.L. Anderson for his 
own Western Destiny quarterly. It was a magazine which 
carried the torch for Francis Parker Yockey, a Nazi-esque 
character who had committed suicide. The magazine was 
devoted to expanding the intellectual base of outmoded white 
supremacist ideas. Liberty Lobby and Western Destiny rarely 
met, and Carto kept himself out of the public eye with each. 
“E.L. Anderson”, however, would keep resurfacing for the 
next several decades. 

In 1964, Carto took over a corporation, The Legion for the 
Survival of Freedom. He soon began publishing the American 
Mercury magazine, which had been started years before by 
H.L. Mencken. His book publishing operation, Noontide Press, 
began publishing under the Legion's corporate imprint as well. 
By 1979, he spun off American Mercury, and the Legion for 
the Survival of Freedom began doing business as the Institute 
for Historical Review (IHR) — its main enterprise: Holocaust 
denial. Books and journals were published, conferences held, 
and IHR began an extensive outreach program, trying to bring 
Holocaust denial into the mainstream of historical thought. 
IHR conferences became a regular stop for British writer David 
Irving and others of his ilk. 
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Although IHR failed at making Holocaust denial an accepted 
academic pursuit, Carto did create an intellectual hothouse for 
the white supremacist movement, so that every Klansman, 
Posse Comitatus member, and neo-Nazi knew, or thought 
they knew, that “Hitler didn't do it”. 

During the same period, Liberty Lobby also grew. Its 
Spotlight tabloid had well over 300,000 subscribers when 
President Reagan was inaugurated in 1981. And the tabloid 
treated the growth of armed survivalist camps in the early 
1980s as if they were neighbourhood watch groups. 

As the radical right grew, so did the scope of the 
publication's readers. Carto also began to be uncovered. A 
1971 piece in the National Review was supplanted by 
investigative articles in 1981 by Washington Post columnist 
Jack Anderson, who completely exposed Carto. As a result, 
Carto sued Anderson, and the case went on and on for years, 
finally drying up on the vine. 

In 1984, Carto's Liberty Lobby launched the so-called 
Populist Party, which attracted white supremacists and far- 
right activists of every description. Populist meetings also 
became a stop for John Tyndall of the British National Party, 
when he toured the USA in 1991 and visited Liberty Lobby. 

In 1988, David Duke, a former Klansman with a past in 
National Socialist politics, became the Populist Party's 
presidential candidate. Duke received Carto's blessing and in 
1989 won election to the Louisiana state house. It should be 
noted that Duke was his own man and soon ran for statewide 
seats in 1990 and 1991. In both statewide races he won a 
solid majority of the white vote. If it had not been for black 
voters in Louisiana, the United States Senate would have had 
a onetime neo-Nazi in its midst. 

Carto also supported Pat Buchanan's campaign runs in 1992 
and 1996, when he won three million votes in the Republican 
Primaries. Carto's support was most avid in 2000, when 
Buchanan captured the apparatus, but not the votes, of the 
Reform Party. 

Carto managed to devour everything he created. His behind 
the scenes iron grip on the Populist Party devolved into a 
series of spats with its nominal leadership and the organisation 
folded in the 1990s. His control of the Legion for the Survival 
of Freedom was challenged in 1993, and his intransigence led 
to his complete dispossession. The end began in 1999. 
Eventually he lost both Liberty Lobby and IHR. The Spotlight's 
last issue was in July 2001. His former staff at IHR took over 
the corporation and soon eschewed Holocaust denial in 
favour of straight up, undisguised antisemitic journalism. 

After losing The Spotlight, Carto began publishing the 
American Free Press. The 21st century was not kind to the 
much diminished Carto, however. Sure, he once again 
organised several conferences to rewrite history under the 
rubric of The Barnes Review. But the white nationalist 
movement began a generational change of leadership and 
suffered a lack of direction after the election of President 
Barack Obama. Carto had little influence in the white 
nationalist world, and less influence over the insurgent Tea 
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Party movement. He was much diminished, essentially 
finished as a major figure. He occasionally showed up at 
Klansman Thom Robb's festivals in Arkansas. But his time was 
up long before he died in October. 


Leonard Zeskind's book Blood and Politics: The History of the 
White Nationalist Movement from the Margins to the 
Mainstream contains the most complete story of Willis Carto's 
many enterprises, and his bifurcated political personalities. 


Carto's Barnes Review praised the Belgian fascist Léon Degrelle, 
founder of “Rexism” and wartime Nazi collaborator 
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Willis Carto demonstrating outside the German Embassy in Washing DC in support of Ernst Ziindel, who had been imprisoned in Germany for Holocaust denial 
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By Gerry Gable 


IN THE DAYS following the horrific ISIL terrorist attacks 
in Paris on 13 November, far-right politicians throughout 
Europe were quick to call for borders to be closed and 
an end to the acceptance of people fleeing war and 
persecution in Syria and elsewhere. 

Just two months earlier, 100,000 people marched in 
London in support of giving a welcome to refugees, with 
similar rallies taking place in several European capitals. 

The quickest country to turn against refugees was 
Poland. Less than 24 hours after the suicide bombs 
and gun attacks that killed 130 people, Poland's 
incoming European affairs minister, the Eurosceptic 
Konrad Szymanskic, announced that the country would 
pull back from an EU-wide quota commitment to 
relocate refugees. 

In France, Marine le Pen, leader of the Front National, 
tweeted a few days after the attacks: “Islamic 
fundamentalism must be annihilated, radical mosques 
must be closed and radical imams must be expelled”. 
She later demanded an “immediate halt of all intake of 
migrants in France”. As Searchlight went to press her 
party was in the lead after the first round of voting in 
the French regional elections. 

In the aftermath of the attacks, Searchlight joined the 
millions of people who expressed condolence for the 
families of the innocent victims of ISIL's war against all 
decent people. We stated firmly that these monsters 
with twisted minds who claim to be Muslims but adhere 
to a maliciously distorted form of that faith have to be 
determinedly stopped. 

Anybody who thinks one can negotiate with ISIL is 
living in cloud cuckoo land. They are like those before 
the Second World War who thought one could appease 
Hitler. A strong stance against Hitler and Mussolini 
when they first started invading neighbouring countries 
might have saved millions of lives. ISIL's hateful ideology 
and determination to destroy all other faiths and 
cultures is very clear to the world. To negotiate, there 
has to be some element of common interest between 
the parties to build on. With ISIL there is none. 

ISIL are lashing out because they are being hammered 
by the Kurds, who even with minimal outside support 
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are forcing them to retreat. And the elimination of the 
sadist Jihadi John, most probably in a US drone strike 
the day before the attack, who though not a political 
leader was an inspiration to other murderous beasts, 
undermined the image that ISIL wished to project of 
being unbeatable. 

We predicted that some people would step up their 
calls for us to close our doors to the millions of people 
who are suffering at the hands of President Assad of 
Syria, of ISIL and of other butchers. But we must never 
forget our common humanity and our common 
responsibility for one another. It may be that one or 
more of the Paris terrorists hid among the refugees 
making their way to safety, but many Islamist terrorists 
were born in Europe or have arrived by legal routes. 

Similarly, Donald Trump has called for a ban on all 
Muslims entering the United States after a radicalised 
Muslim couple killed 14 people in a mass shooting in 
San Bernadino, California. But mass shootings are an 
almost daily occurrence in the US. According to a 
website that tracks such incidents, the San Bernadino 
attack was the 353rd mass shooting since the beginning 
of 2015 and the only one with an Islamist motive. If he 
wants to stop gun deaths he should call for a ban on 
guns not on Muslims. 

What the Paris attack also demonstrated is the 
shortcomings of those responsible for national security 
in that country. Since the murder of Lee Rigby the 
authorities in the UK have done a pretty good job in 
tackling plots by ISIL, and have greatly reduced the 
availability of firearms and ammunition. The current 
situation in France and Belgium shows the same cannot 
be said for those countries. 


A serious loss of memory 

In the wake of the Paris bloodbath, the French 

Interior Minister authorised local authorities to impose 
curfews if necessary. President Francois Hollande 
closed France's borders and the military patrolled the 
streets. In an address to the nation, President Hollande 
declared a state of emergency, calling the attacks on 
Paris a “horror”. 


This was the first time France had declared a state of 
emergency since the bloody Algerian war of 
Independence between 1954 and 1962. Many people 
mistakenly believe this was the first time France had 
imposed curfews since the Second World War. 

However blood flowed on the streets of the French 
capital in 1961 in a forgotten episode of French history, 


Maurice Papon, the police chief of Paris who ordered his officers to violently suppress 
the protest and was convicted in 1998 for crimes against humanity for ordering the 
deportation of 1,690 Jews, including 223 children, from the Bordeaux region to the 
Nazi death camps 


Demonstrators against the Algerian war, Paris 17 October 1961 


when a march and rally calling for an end to the colonial 
war in Algeria, predominantly made up of Algerian 
immigrants many of whom were French citizens, 
protested against a curfew placed on the city’s entire 
north African population. The demonstration led to 
what is called the Paris Massacre of 1961. 

Algerian marchers were joined by white citizens who 
supported their call. As Algeria's battle for independence 
spilled into France, Maurice Papon, the police chief of 
Paris, ordered the French National Police — the Sdreté 
nationale — and the Gendarmerie mobile riot squads to 
crack down on thousands of Algerian protesters who had 
defied the curfew. Some protesters were shot, garrotted 
and beaten by the police, while others were cuffed and 
pushed from bridges into the Seine and drowned. 

Papon would later be convicted of crimes against 
humanity for his part in the deportation of Jews to death 
camps during the Nazi occupation. Many of the police 
officers he led that night in Paris had served in Algeria 
and had previously been responsible for rounding up 
thousands of Jews — men, women and children — in 
Bordeaux for the Gestapo 19 years earlier. They were 
sent to Drancy, Paris, and on to the death camps. 

The number of people who died in the police attack 
on the protesters on 17 October 1961 is unknown. A 
day after the demonstrations, the French newspaper 
Libération reported the official death toll as just two, 
with several wounded and 7,500 arrested. 

The number of dead was disputed by the Algerian 
National Liberation Front (FLN), which claimed that 
dozens were killed. Many of the dead were found 
floating in the Seine. Historians now believe that more 
than 300 people may have been killed by the French 
police, including an Italian citizen and other non- 
Algerians. 

It was only in 2012 on the anniversary of the 
massacre that President Hollande acknowledged that 
Algerians were indeed massacred in Paris, the first time 
a French president had publicly accepted the killings 
took place. “On 17 October 1961 Algerians who were 
protesting for independence were killed in a bloody 
repression. The Republic recognises these facts with 
lucidity,” President Hollande stated. “I pay homage to 
victims 51 years later." 

Historians have compiled witness reports of protesters 
being chased through the streets of Paris and 
bludgeoned to death in the courtyards of police stations, 
according to a Reuters report. For many years after the 
massacre, the French government banned the 
publication of books about the killings and suppressed 
the photographs taken by journalists that night. Research 
was hampered by the fact that police documents from 
the time were never released to the public. 
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The French historian Jean-Luc Einaudi, who died in 
2014, researched the massacre and published the results 
in 1999 in his book La Bataille de Paris (The Battle of 
Paris), which brought the events into the public arena 
for the first time. The author of several books on the 
Algerian war, he told the France 24 news outlet: “| 
think the 17 October 1961 massacre in Paris is one 
among many episodes of the Algerian war. As such it 
cannot be understood if we do not put it in the context 
of the war on Algerian territory. 

“| would even say it cannot be understood if you do 
not bear in mind that France was in a state of colonial 
repression. There was a convergence of interests [within 
the French political establishment] to maintain a silence, 
a forgetfulness, a wilful ignorance about this issue. It 
took a lot of research, the publication of books and a 
civil society movement to slowly uncover the truth.” 

International political leaders including David Cameron 
called the ISIL atrocity the worst of its kind in France 
since the Second World War. It may be the worst 
terrorist attack, but it is certainly not the worst massacre 
of innocent people. 


The Syrian connection 

At the time of the massacre there existed strong 
fraternal links between the FLN and the French left, 
both socialists and communists, who opposed France's 
postwar colonial ventures in North Africa and Indochina. 
Both parties included many Jewish activists who had 
survived the wartime Nazi and Vichy deportations. 

By 1980 a strange alliance had sprung up between 
Arab extremists in George Habash's Popular.Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine, a terrorist group, the Syrian 
regime and German Nazi exiles living in Syria. One of the 
latter was the most wanted war criminal Alois Brunner. 
Another was former General Otto Ernst Remer, who had 
been jailed after the war in the British Zone of Germany 
for setting up a Nazi party. After his release and a further 
attempt to form a Nazi party, he fled to Syria and built up 
an arms dealing company, Orient Trading. 


Aftermath of the rue Copernic synagogue bombing 
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That year far-right terrorists carried out a series of 
attacks in several European countries including France, 
Germany and Italy. In October 1980 a bomb went off 
outside a synagogue in Paris. Because it was a Jewish 
Holy Day, the time of the service had been changed and 
there were few people inside the synagogue in the rue 
Copernic. But the bomb, which had been attached to a 
bicycle, killed four passers-by and blew off the 
synagogue gate, shattered windows and caused the 
ceiling to cave in. 

At the time, Ray Hill, one of Searchlight's most 
successful moles, was operating inside a Nazi circle led 
by a former Dutch SS man (who has since died) and 
Mark Frederiksen, who was Remer's man in Europe 
preparing for Remer's return from Syria. The story was 
told in the book and television documentary about Ray's 
time in the far right, The Other face of Terror. While the 
book missed the activist role of the PFLP in the return of 
Remer, our exposé clearly had a serious impact on the 
Nazi Syria connection. 

In 2008 the Canadian authorities arrested Hassan 
Diab, a Lebanese-born academic who had arrived in the 
country several years earlier. In 2014 he was extradited 
to France and charged with the bombing. 

Another deadly bomb attack on a Jewish target in 
Paris took place in 1982 when terrorists threw a 
grenade into the bustling Jo Goldenberg restaurant in 
the central Marais district, a largely Jewish 
neighbourhood. 

Two men then entered the restaurant and sprayed the 
50 or so diners with machine-gun fire. They then shot 
at passers-by as they escaped down the street. Six 
people died and 22 were injured. Three suspected 
perpetrators, all members of the Abu Nidal organisation, 
a splinter group from the Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation, have recently been identified and one of 


Nazi who found refuge in Syria: Alois Brunner, key aide to Adolf Eichmann, the 
architect of the Final Solution 


Not exactly a mass rally called by representatives of a number of B 


them, Mohamed Souhair al-Abassi, alias Amjad Atta, 
was arrested in Jordan in June. 

Links between Nazis and Syria continue. On Saturday 
5 December 2015, Piers Mellor, the well educated 
Australian boneheaded Nazi thug, called on his fellow 
Nazis to stand outside the Syrian Embassy in support of 
President Bashar Hafaz al-Assad's brutal regime. 
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Polish Nazis have joined in protests in London over 
Gaza and a leading US Nazi was present and took part 
in violence on one of the ships in the Turkish aid flotilla 
that was prevented from reaching Gaza in 2010. Ken 
O'Keefe, a Gulf War veteran and former US Marine, 


lives in London and attends meetings of the Nazi 
London Forum. 


sh hardline Nazi organisations in support of the Syrian butcher Bashar Hafaz al-Assad on 5 December: 


Jez Bedford-Turner, organiser of the London Forum (with clipboard), Piers Mellor (bonehead holding Syrian flag), Bernadette Jaggers, who leads a British version of Golden 


Dawn (on right-hand edge of Union Flag) (Photos: KSW) 
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By Jacob Fleming 


THE POLITICAL CLIMATE IN 
POLAND has changed adversely since 
the presidential election on 10 and 24 
May 2015 and the victory of the 
right-wing Law and Justice (PiS) 
candidate Andrzej Duda. Although 
there has been a decline in electoral 
support for the far right, principally 
for Ruch Narodowy (RN) (National 
Movement), its ideas have spread into 
society and changed the position of 
the two mainstream right-wing parties 
which both try to be far more 
conservative and nationalist. 
Radicalisation has been caused by 
the far right performing badly in the 
European elections in May 2014 and 
the local elections in November 2014, 
the poor performance of Marian 
Kowalski in the presidential election in 
May 2015 and the inability to contest 
the parliamentary election on 25 
October 2015. Now nationalists have 
nothing to lose so they can try to gain 
respect with more radical right- 


wingers. This has led to growing 
power of the Catholic church, which 
in Poland is traditionally anti-Jewish 
and right wing on issues such as 
women's rights. 

The migration crisis in Europe has 
been met by a strong wave of racist 
and Islamophobic hate speech. There 
has been a huge rise in hate speech 
against refugees by both politicians 
and right-wing media connected with 
PiS especially Gazeta Polska and 
wPolityce.p! and the online news 
website Fronda. 

The previous Prime Minister claimed 
that Poland is not able to help 
refugees but if it did, resettlement 
would be offered to Christians only. 
The Prime Minister met with Miriam 
Shaded, President of the Warsaw- 
based Estera Foundation, which helps 
Christian refugees from Syria. The 
Government has gone out of its way 
not to help the 2,000 refugees from 
Syria, except for Christians. 


Roberto Fiore (second from left) holds a press conference at the Polish Parliament in November 2015 with Robert 
Winnicki (second from right) and Witold Tumanowicz, leader of the Independence March Association 
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The pro-migrant statement of Pope 
Francis is supported by Polish bishops 
but not by Catholic politicians or 
journalists who say that either the 
Pope's statement is not the official 
voice of the church or that the Pope is 
wrong. 

Jarostaw Gowin, Minister of Science 
and Higher Education, said on 12 
September 2015: “On the question of 
taking in immigrants, Pope Francis is 
wrong. In no case should we take in 
Muslims." He equated Muslim 
refugees with a terrorist plague. 

Tomasz P Terlikowski, a conservative 
Catholic journalist and editor-in-chief 
of Fronda, 2010-14 declared: “If we 
don't take matters into our own 
hands, Muslims will defeat us. And 
this won't be thanks to terrorism, but 
through the wombs of their women.” 
(www.fonda.pl) 

The weekly Do Rzeczy has used the 
headline “They are invaders not 
refugees” while wSieci has modified 
the famous photo of German Nazi 
soldiers in Poland into Muslims. 
Fronda writes that if LGBT groups 
help refugees and if there are more 
adult men than families on the boats 
travelling from Africa to Lampedusa it 
means that it is an invasion of African 
gays to Europe, not a mass migration 
crisis. 

The situation in Poland seems to be 
a result of xenophobia. Such attitudes 
did not exist at such a level before, 
even with a stronger organised far 
right, just because xenophobic 
attitudes were not presented in the 
mass media as a normal part of 
politics. At the same time anti-migrant 
activists were never invited onto any 
TV station. Fascists appear on the 
largest TV station every week. Their 
xenophobic views have become the 
norm. 

After five years of promoting RN 


Supporters of ONR and the All-Polish Youth demonstrate against refugees in Wroclaw on 18 November 2015 


leaders the effect is that online hate 
speech was never previously regarded 
as something unnatural or any kind of 
crime until now when the rhetoric of 
xenophobic haters became openly 
Nazi, demanding the reopening of the 
Auschwitz death camp, writing “this 
scum should be killed by Zyklon B", 
and mentioning Hitler as someone 
who “would clean this up". Even 
pictures showing dead corpses of 
small children on Turkish beaches was 
seen as a great picture of the death of 
potential terrorists. The Public 
Prosecutor General has said that 
haters will be prosecuted for 
promoting racial hatred, which is a 
crime under Polish law. 

The far right has access to senior 
government ministers. Roberto Fiore 
(co-founder and leader of the Italian 
fascist Forza Nuova since 1997 and 
chairman, Alliance for Peace and 
Freedom since 2015 and who was 
sentenced to nine years’ 
imprisonment in abstentia in 1985 for 
armed conspiracy) led a delegation to 
the Polish Parliament on 11 
November 2015 to meet Robert 
Winnicki, chairman of RN. 

The Minister of Science and Higher 
Education, Jaroslaw Gowin, is 
homophobic and a self-declared 
“opponent of homosexual ideology”. 
The Minister of Defence, Antoni 
Macierewicz, is an antisemite and 


conspiracy theorist. 

Mariusz Kaminski, Special Service 
co-ordinator and former chief of the 
Central Anti-Corruption Bureau (CBA) 
2005-2007, was sentenced in 2007 to 
three years’ suspended imprisonment 
for abusing his power. He has now 
received a presidential amnesty. 

The government illegally changed 
judges of the constitutional tribunal, 
put censorship on public TV and 


Fascists and ultra-nationalists on the Polish Independence Day march in Warsaw in 2014 


attacked a journalist who asked a 
difficult question of the Minister of 
Culture. 

The government wants to change 
the law on public meetings. It wants 
to create a real dictatorship. It has the 
presidency, a majority in parliament, 
controls the biggest labour union and 
is supported by the Catholic church. 
They also want to change local 
government and control the justice 
system. 

This shows that the government is 
above the law. They are a mixture of 
cultural fascism and neo-liberal 
fundamentalism. They are both 
Russophobes and want to “fight” 
with Putin and against “German 
European Union" at the same time. It 
removed EU flags from the parliament 
and attacked Germany during the first 
speech of the Prime Minister. 


Anti-migrant demonstrations in 
2015 
There has been a wave of anti- 
migrant demonstrations across Poland 
since the Polish government pledged 
on 20 July 2015 to accept 2,000 
refugees from Syria and Eritrea over 
the next two years. 

The All-Polish Youth (MW) 
organised a series of anti-migrant 
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Olgierd Lipnicki (left)i: violent Nazi criminal, drug dealer and trafficker of women for the sex trade 


rallies in several cities across Poland 
on 22 May 2015 and in Bydgoszcy, 
Gdynia, Gorz6w Wielkopolski, 
Katowice, t6dz, Szczecin, Warsaw 
and Wroclaw on 26 September 2015. 
RN organised anti-migrant rallies in 
Warsaw on 25 July 2015 and in 
Gdansk, Krakow, Poznan, Szczecin 
and Warsaw on 12 September 2015. 
The National-Radical Camp (ONR) 
organised a Poles against immigrants 
rally in Warsaw on 10 October 2015. 
The ONR and MW co-organised an 
anti-refugees demonstration in 
Wroclaw on 18 November 2015 at 
which the effigy of an ultra-Orthodox 
Jew holding the EU flag was burnt. 


Rebirth of Polish neo-Nazi 
activity 
There has been an increased level of 
Blood & Honour (B&H) Poland 
Division activity in Poland during the 
past two years. Since 2010 many neo- 
Nazis stopped promoting Hitler's 
values and either changed their views 
into national-Catholicism or white 
supremacism without 1930s Nazism. 
But now many of them are going 
back to their roots from which they 
were never really cut off. 

Club 28 (28 is code for Blood & 
Honour) organise international 
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meetings in southwest Poland twice a 
year. Activists connected with this 
network are veterans of the Polish 
neo-Nazi movement who are in close 
contact with celebrities like Niko 
Puhakka (a Finnish mixed-martial arts 
fighter who has a Life Rune and Blood 
& Honour tattoos across his chest and 
who served as security for B&H 
Finland). 

They also attend B&H meetings in 
western Europe. They cooperate 
closely with German neo-Nazis from 
Frankfurt Oder and part of the B&H 


‘World view: Poland| view: Poland 


Hungary Division. 

Many Polish neo-Nazis either live in 
Western European countries or visit 
them from time to time. They include: 

Grzegorz Horodko (aka Sledziu) 
was sentenced to four years’ 
imprisonment in 1994 after he got 
paid to attack a man. On release he 
joined B&H Poland Division and was 
infamous for using knives when 
attacking people. Horodko was 
released again from prison in 2015. 
He visited Britain in September 2015 
to attend the lan Stuart Donaldson 
memorial concert in Peterborough in 
September 2015. 

Olgierd Lipnicki (aka Olo) was 
sentenced to three years’ 
imprisonment in 1999 after he and 
others attacked a group of teenagers 
coming home from an alternative 
music fair. In 2001 he organised an 
attack on a concert in Rozrock and 
separately organised a concert by 
Konkwista 88, The Gits and Wolne 
Miasto Gdansk. At the same time 
Lipnicki led the life of a professional 
gangster controlling a skinhead gang. 
He visited Pita and attacked two 
people with a machete. He was also 
responsible for drug dealing and 
organised women for the sex trade. 
Because of his criminal activities he 
was again imprisoned in autumn 
2008. Gangsters belonging to his 
group were very brutal towards 
women employed to provide sexual 
services. Those who tried to resist 
ended up seriously wounded and 


SS 


Polish and other European Nazi thugs partying with the Finnish band 'Mistreat' after a gig 


raped. Lipnicki was released from 
prison in 2015. 

Szymon Partyka (aka Czarny Rycerz 
or Black Knight) was a member of the 
neo-Nazi skinhead scene in Gdansk. 
Partyka attended the ISD Memorial 
concert in Peterborough in September 
2015. He has been photographed 
with Marian Kowalski (ONR and RN 
presidential candidate in 2015) and 
Mariusz Kukowski (former All-Polish 
Youth activist, who emigrated to Italy 
where he became active in Forza 
Nouva helping with its international 
relations). 

Other active Polish neo-Nazi bands 
include: Legion Twierdzy Wroctaw, 
Obted (founded by former Konkwista 
88 members) and October Fifteen 
(founded by Olaf Jasinski, former 
guitarist with Honor and active in 
Opor We Krwi). Jasinski along with 
his music label Homo Superrior was 
boycotted by many neo-Nazis 
because of multiple financial frauds. 

At the 26 September 2015 
Pomerania ISD Memorial concert 
entitled The flame that never dies, the 
headline act was the newly reformed 
Honor under the moniker Honor Biaty 
Front, named after the first CD of 
Honor Biaty Front recorded before 
Szczerski joined the band. 

Bad Company motorcycle club 
claims it is an independent motorcycle 
club celebrating national heroes who 
died for Great Free Poland. In their 
symbol they use a skull with helmet 
and lizard, symbol of Zwiazek 
Jaszczurczy (Lizard Union) - a 
nationalist conspiracy organisation, 
which during the Second World War 
stood against Nazi Germany, the 
Soviet Union and Armia Krajowa 
(Polish Home Army). In 1942 the 
Lizard Union and other right-wing 
armed groups created Narodowe Sity 
Zbrojne (National Armed Forces) also 
in opposition to the Home Army. That 
tradition was adopted by the Polish 
far right as an anti-communist 
tradition enriched by antisemitic 
elements. 


Increasing censorship 

Poland's Culture minister and Deputy 
Prime Minister Piotr Glinski has called 
for the immediate suspension of the 


Grzegorz Horodko (right) in 2002 when he was running a football team for “resocialisation” of youth paid for by 
the Polish Government. Terror Machine is a Nazi band 
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production of a play, Death and the 
Maiden, by a Nobel prize-winning 
author at one of the country's leading 
theatre companies, the Polski theatre 
in Wroclaw, claiming public money 
must not be used to subsidise 
“pornography”. 

The decision is seen by civil liberties 
groups as a sign that Poland is poised 
for a return to draconian state 
censorship. 

Following the first night on 21 
November 2015 12 people were 
arrested after fascists clashed with 
theatregoers. Fascists and Catholic 
fundamentalists attacked and tried to 
not allow people with tickets to get 
into the theatre. The following day 
the home of the theatre's artistic 
director was pelted with eggs and 
tomatoes. “These are dark days for 
Poland, reminiscent of Nazi and Soviet 
oppression,” the Polski theatre's 
literary manager, Piotr Rudzki, told 
The Guardian. 

Rudzki added: “A move like this, in 
a country with Poland's history, is 
intended to remind us of the years 
leading up to 1989 when all 
productions had to be passed by the 
state censor. We fear financial 
censorship now. There could also be 
ramifications for freedom of 
expression. The government has an 
absolute majority in parliament and 
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Logo of the Bad Company motorcycle club 


the potential to change the 
constitution." 

Within a week of being sworn in in 
November 2015, the PiS government 


sacked Poland's intelligence chiefs and 
passed a legal amendment that could 
allow political control of the 
constitutional court. 


Far right organisations in Poland 


Mtodziez Wszechpolska (MW) (All- 
Polish Youth) 

Founded on 6 March 1922 originally as a 
nationalist youth organisation, it was 
dissolved in 1939 and revived on 2 
December 1989. MW is antisemitic and 
homophobic. It was in effect the youth 
wing of the League of Polish Families 
(LPR) from 2001 to 2006. It is run by an 
Executive Board. MW has co-organised 
the annual Marszu Niepodleglosci/March 
of Independence (Ml) since 2010, which 
commemorates the anniversary of the 
restoration of the Second Polish Republic 
on 11 November 1918 when Poland 
regained its independence at the end of 
the First World War. 

Founder and former chairman: Roman 
Giertych (former Leader, League of Polish 
Families, 2003-2007) 

Chairman: Adam Andruszkiewicz MP, 
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since 2015 

Former chairmen: Krzysztof Bosak (former 
League of Polish Families MP, 2005-2007) 
up to 2006; Konrad Bonislawski from 
2006; Robert Winnicki to 2013 and 
Tomasz Palasz (RN member) from 2013. 
Publication: Wszechpolak (1937-2007), a 
quarterly magazine 


Narodowe Odrodzenie Polski (NOP) 
(National Rebirth of Poland) 
Founded on 10 November 1981 as a 
nationalist organisation, it was registered 
as a political party in 1992 and is run by 
an executive council. NOP is antisemitic, 
promotes Holocaust denial and advocates 
the violent seizure of power. Its publishing 
arm is the National-Radical Institute. NOP 
has close links with the NPD in Germany 
and Golden Dawn in Greece. It was the 
Polish branch of the International Third 


Position (ITP) and a member of its 
successor European National Front (ENF) 
from 2004 to 2009. 

Chairman: Adam Gmurczyk, since 1994 
Publication: Szczerbiec (The Royal Sword) 
(since November 1991) magazine 


Oboz Narodowo-Radykalny (ONR) 
(National-Radical Camp) 

A nationalist party founded on 14 April 
1934 originally as a breakaway from 
Stronnictwo Narodowe (SN) (National 
Party), it was proscribed on 10 July 1934 
and revived in 1993. ONR is antisemitic 
and has an SA-style uniform and swastika- 
like sword symbol on a green background. 
ONR withdrew from the National 
Movement in August 2015. Since 2005 it 
has organised an unauthorised annual 
March on Myslenice, which 
commemorates the anniversary of the 


anti-Jewish riot in MySlenice on 23 June 
1936. It has also co-organised the annual 
Marszu Niepodleglosci/March of 
Independence (Ml) since 2010. ONR 
established a paramilitary National Guard 
on 16 September 2013. It has a link to 
Generation Identity (GI) on its Facebook 
page. 

Chairman: Aleksander Krejckant, since 
2013 

Former Chairmen: Wojciech 
Mazurkiewicz, in 2000s and Przemyslaw 
Holocher until 2013 

Publication: Magna Polonia (since July 
2012), a quarterly magazine 


Ruch Narodowy (RN) (National 
Movement) 

Founded on 11 November 2012 as an 
umbrella coalition of nationalist 
organisations by All-Polish Youth and 
National-Radical Camp, RN was registered 
as a political party on 11 February 2015. It 
established a paramilitary Straz Marszu 
Niepodleglosci (March of Independence 
Guard) in 2013, modelled on the 
Hungarian Magyar Garda. RN has close 


links with Jobbik in Hungary, Forza Nuova 
(New Force) in Italy and Democracia 
Nacional in Spain. 

Chairman: Robert Winnicki MP, since 
2013 

Former Deputy Chairman: Marian 
Kowalski (RN presidential election 
candidate in 2015) 

Prominent Leader: Krzysztof Bosak 
(former League of Polish Families MP, 
2005-2007) 


‘Niklot' Stowarzyszenie na rzecz 
Tradycji i Kultury (Association for 
Tradition and Culture) 

Founded on 11 September 1998 as a 
Slavic neo-pagan and Identitarian 
organisation, Niklot adheres to the pre- 
war ultra-nationalist Zadruga movement 
and monthly magazine which was 
founded by Jan Stachniuk (aka Stoigniew) 
in 1937. It advocates ethnic nationalism 
and pan-Slavic culture, heritage and 
identity. Niklot was a pagan chief or 
prince of the Slavic Obotrite confederation 
from 1131 to 1160, who renounced 
Christianity in favour of traditional pagan 


Polish Far Right Activity in the UK 


National Rebirth of Poland (NOP) England Division 


NOP activists led by Arkadiusz Rzepinski, leader of the NOP in 
the UK, have been prominent at several antisemitic 
demonstrations in London organised by neo-Nazi organisations 


in 2015. 
21 March 2015 


28 March 2015 


Manchester 


National Action (NA) inaugural White Man 
March (WMM) in Newcastle 


National Front (NF) 3rd annual White Pride 
World Wide (WPWW) Day rally in 


Kingdom 


beliefs. 

Founder and Leader: Tomasz Szczepanski 
(former NOP member) since 1998 
Publication: Trygtaw (since 1997) a 
magazine 


Blood & Honour (B&H) Poland 

The Polish Division of Blood & Honour, 
the international neo-Nazi White Power 
skinhead network, was founded in 1987 
and is illegal in Poland. After a period of 
inactivity in the 1990s it has organised 
White Power rock concerts since 2002. 
B&H Poland put on an annual lan Stuart 
Donaldson (ISD) and Mariusz ‘Szczery' 
Szczerski Memorial concert in Poland on 
22 September 2012, 24 August 2013 and 
16 August 2014 and a Legends Never 
Die! concert on 29 August 2015. 
(Szezerski was the vocalist for Honor, a 
neo-Nazi band, from 1989 until he died in 
a car crash in 2005.) 

Publication: Stormer magazine 


Nacjonalista 
Founded in 2005 as a nationalist and 
National Revolutionary website. 


Patriae Fidelis (PF) Polish Youth Association in the United 


Founded on 11 November 2011 as a UK-based youth 
association for Polish expatriates in Britain, PF is a front 


organisation for Ruch Narodowy (National Movement). It 


promotes Polish culture, heritage and identity and organises 
meetings, lectures and concerts. 

Chairman: Jerzy Byczynski (aka George Byczynski) (Founder 
and Co-ordinator, British Poles Initiative, since 2015, who 


addressed the inaugural national conference of the National 


Movement on 8 June 2013) 


18 April 2015 Anti-Jewish nationalist protest in Stamford 


Hill, Hackney, London 


New Dawn anti-Jewish demonstration 
outside Downing Street 


National Action 2nd White Man March 
(WMM) in Liverpool 


The NOP England Division has also attended the following 
protests in earlier years: 


5 October 2013 BNP anti-immigration demonstration in 
London 


Protest outside the Greek Embassy in 
London against the arrest of Golden Dawn 
leader Nikos Mihaloliakos 


29 November 2014 Protest outside the Greek Embassy in 
London demanding the release of 
imprisoned Golden Dawn leader Nikos 
Mihaloliakos 


Michal Lewandowski, Vice-Chairman of NOP, has been a guest 
speaker at the BNP’s annual conference in Blackpool on 28 
September 2013 and 29 November 2014. 


Prominent activist: Krystian Zietek 
4 July 2015 


15 August 2015 


6 October 2013 


Polish Nazis including Arkadiusz Rzepifski, leader of the NOP in the UK and 
paramilitary activist, at an anti-Jewish rally in Whitehall on 4 July 2015 (Photo: KSW) 
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By Cllr lsidoros Diakides, Co-chair Greece Solidarity Campaign 


THIS WAS ANOTHER rollercoaster year. So much happened, 
it's hard to believe that it all happened within a year. As we 
have come to expect, our Greek comrades never let us down 
when it comes to adrenalin pumping drama, twists and turns, 
ups and downs. 

Less than a year ago, Syriza, having established itself as a 
government in waiting, managed to bring down the 
government then in power and force early elections, which it 
won in late January, forming the first left-wing government in 
Europe, sending shockwaves across the establishment and 
boosting the progressive, anti-austerity movement across the 
continent. 

But there was no honeymoon. The neoliberal establishment 
went straight for the jugular from day one, preventing Syriza 
from governing and trying to bring it down before it got 
started. 

The Greeks had no illusions about the overwhelming odds 
against them, playing the role of a little David against a 
mighty Goliath. 

Aware of their isolation among European governments, but 
confident in the justice of their cause, they started a campaign 
to win the hearts and minds of European people and 
encourage Syriza-like anti-austerity parties in other countries. 
Alexis Tsipras and Yanis Varoufakis became overnight 
celebrities and little David started inching his way into the 
sympathies of increasing numbers of ordinary people in his 
uneven fight. In the process the veil was lifted, exposing to 
everyone the real nature of what was happening, forcing the 
establishment to drop any pretentions of being caring partners. 

This was not about finances or Greece itself, but part of a 
wider, bigger political issue. 

No need to rehearse again the obvious tragic statistics, the 
humanitarian crisis, or the evident self-defeating nature of 
deflationary austerity policies and forced privatisations. 

It's clear this isn’t about the Greek debt or helping Greece 
out of the recession, but about using Greece as a guinea pig 
for establishing a pan-European neo-liberal political regime, 
dismantling the postwar welfare state consensus; testing 
techniques hitherto reserved for developing countries, like 
encouraging and manipulating debt as an instrument for 
forcing reluctant governments and populations to accept the 
imposition of exploitative neoliberal austerity and privatisations. 

Our campaign has the support of the British trade unions 
because they realise Greece is our frontline in our wider war 
between European progressive forces and an international 
neoliberal establishment. 

Again, once little Greece had the audacity to fight against it, 
this establishment became determined to crush it and make it 
an example for other countries that might be tempted to 
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challenge this regime. The Syriza government's struggle was 
therefore inextricably linked, at various levels, with the rest 
of us across Europe. 

Last summer the bullying and blackmailing reached a crunch 
point. The government called a referendum on the 
establishment's demands, hoping that demonstrating the 
continuous support of the Greek population would strengthen 
its hand. The referendum was convincingly won, despite the 
establishment throwing everything it had into the ring. But 
the establishment had by now bared its teeth and found a 
killer blow — its control over the liquidity of the Greek banks — 
which it used ruthlessly to beat the Greek government into 
submission, forcing it to sign a humiliating new deal. Despite 
some modest concessions, this involves a further “bailout” 
programme with the familiar austerity and privatisations 
memorandum attached to it. 

Syriza was devastated. A third of its MPs refused to accept 
the deal, forcing the government to rely on opposition votes to 
get it through. A number of disaffected MPs defected to form 
a new party, causing the government to lose its parliamentary 
majority, thereby forcing it to resign and call early elections. 

Again, despite the efforts of the establishment to prevent a 
Syriza victory and impose a “national unity” government, 
Syriza once more won convincingly. A victor, but chastised by 
the experience. 

The breakaway party, having misread the public mood and 
misinterpreted the meaning of the referendum, failed to 
achieve the 3% needed to get into parliament. Some of the 
most able anti-austerity voices were therefore marginalised, 
hopefully not for long. 

The government, arguing that it lost a battle but not the 
war, seems determined to soldier on, preparing alternative 
ways of freeing the country from this neoliberal occupation. It 
is trying to utilise the modest concessions it had achieved: the 
limited flexibility it had secured over the implementation of 


austerity measures and the acceptance that the debt is 
unsustainable, needing drastic restructuring and relief. 

The setback does not seem to have stalled the advance of 
the anti-austerity parties that Syriza helped to inspire across 
Europe. There is a realistic possibility of radical left parties 
being part of coalition governments in Portugal, Spain and 
Ireland soon. Jeremy Corbyn's leadership election (a patron of 
our campaign), the resilience of Syriza-like parties in France, 
Germany and other EU countries, the new Syriza-inspired left 
party in Italy, all give some grounds of optimism that little 
Greece will not be as isolated among European governments 
in the future as it has been until now. 

The recent explosion of the refugee crisis found little Greece 
once more in the eye of the storm, adding another dimension 
to the central role it plays for all those fighting for a better 
world and to reclaim “our” Europe from the neoliberal cancer 
that threatens its very nature. 

The forthcoming negotiations around the long-term 
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The Greece Solidarity Campaign was formed in 2012 at the 


instigation of our founder and first patron, the late Tony Benn. 


Our current patrons include Jeremy Corbyn and other 
prominent MPs and trade union leaders. 

We rely entirely on the work of completely unpaid volunteers 
and we enjoy the active support of most trade unions in the 
country, mainly through the work of our co-chair, Paul 
Mackney, a now retired, highly respected trade union leader. 

Most of our work is focussed on forging solidarity links 
with Greek anti-austerity forces, dispelling damaging 
myths, campaigning through articles, presentations, public 
meetings, demonstrations and other means in support of the 
Greek population during this crucial and challenging phase 
of their history. 

We are completely and consciously independent of political 
parties both here and in Greece and determined to avoid the 
trap of telling our Greek comrades what they should be 
doing, focussing instead on ways to help them in whatever 
they are trying to do. 

Among other things we organise regular “Solidarity 
Delegations” to Greece, involving trade unionists, politicians, 
activists, journalists and so on, enabling them to meet their 
counterparts in Greece, find out first hand what is going on 
and forge long-term solidarity links. We have organised some 
eight such delegations in the past three years, through which 
we have met MPs and Ministers (including the Greek PM 
Alexis Tsipras), trade union leaders, campaigners, local social 
solidarity projects, local anti-austerity campaigners etc from 
across the Greek anti-austerity political spectrum. 

Our next visit is scheduled for January/February 2016, with a 
focus on local government (including visiting radical councils, 
meeting radical Mayors and town hall unions fighting austerity) 
and on refugee groups, campaigning organisations and the 
Greek anti-fascist movement, working with our partners 
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sustainability of the Greek debt are a clear target for our 
campaigning, with wider implications than Greece. 

It seems obvious to me that Greece is still the front line of 
our war and that maximum unity among progressive forces is 
essential if we are to win this war. 

Perhaps, whatever doubts each one of us may have, we 
should give the government our Greek comrades have elected 
a chance to prove itself, holding back for the time being any 
arguments about past actions and possible mistakes. 

The GSC will continue its work, including strengthening its 
pan-European dimension and its links with other sister 
campaigns in other countries, working with the Jubilee 
campaign on supporting the Greek case for making the Greek 
debt sustainable, assisting our Greek comrades and their 
government in their continuing efforts to cope with the 
effects of the refugee crisis, the austerity and privatisations 
forced upon them and to find the way to free themselves 
from this neoliberal occupation. 


KEERFA, the Greek Anti-Fascist, Anti-Racist movement. 

In addition, we have started a modestly successful Medical 
Aid for Greece appeal at the instigation of Solidarity for All, 
one of our key partners in Greece, through which we raise 
money here and make modest donations (usually £2-5,000 to 
each project, around eight supported to date) to the 
remarkable network of volunteer Solidarity Clinics and 
Pharmacies that has helped to support some of the millions of 
Greeks who have lost access to the devastated Greek National 
Health Service and the hundreds of thousands of migrants and 
refugees who need it. We have recently agreed to start a 
parallel appeal towards food poverty, supporting the network 
of Solidarity “Without the Middlemen” markets and “Today 
we're Cooking” projects, set up by volunteers in the poorest 
areas, bringing together local solidarity projects and caring 
local farmers and producers and encouraging distressed people 
to become active citizens again and demand their rights. 

Our membership is open to anyone here who is opposed to 
austerity and to what is happening in Greece and we have a 
growing number of affiliated organisations, trade unions and 
TU branches, branches of various political parties and 
movements. Our co-ordinating committee meets monthly 
(6.30-8.00 pm, every third Wednesday of the month, at Unite 
the Union's HQ, Theobalds Rd, near Holborn tube station) 
and our meetings are open to anyone interested. 

If you are interested you can find out more about the GSC, 
Greek news and developments, past and future events etc from 
our website and our Facebook (just google Greece Solidarity 
Campaign). Please get in touch, join as a member (to receive 
our regular updates), join our committee or one of our appeals, 
join our next solidarity delegation, suggest ideas and so on. 

Cllr Isidoros Diakides 

Co-chair Greece Solidarity Campaign (GSC) 

isidorosdiakides@yahoo.com 
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World view: Greece 
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Affiliation and Donation Form 


To affiliate or donate to Greece Solidarity Campaign, please complete and return this form along with 
payment to: 


Greece Solidarity Campaign 

c/o Houseman’s Bookshop, 

5 Caledonian Road, London N1 9DX 

Please make cheques payable to “Greece Solidarity Campaign”. 

| wish to affiliate to GSC 

o Supporter (free) 

o Individual member (with voting rights) > £12, © Unwaged £6 
ao Local organisation £24 

a National organisation £100 

! also wish to give a donation towards the work of GSC: 

8-£250'8 £100 > £50>-a fat om E2bi e£10in.0-Other €....22ias 

| / we enclose a cheque / Postal Order for a total of E............. Payable to Greece Solidarity Campaign 


Contact details: 
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You can contact GSC via Rachel Newton: 07956 668 508 or Paul Mackney: 07974 353 709 


Follow GSC on our website: www.greecesolidarity.org and on Facebook 
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World view: Germany 


By Sonia Gable 


THE SOLE SURVIVOR of a neo-Nazi terror cell has denied 
involvement in any of the killings but says she regrets failing to 
stop her two comrades from carrying them out. 

The trio, who called themselves the National Socialist 
Underground, allegedly killed eight men of Turkish 
background, one Greek man and a policewoman across 
Germany between 2000 and 2009. 

Beate Zschape broke her silence for the first time in a trial 
that started two and a half years ago and is expected to go on 
until the middle of 2016. She is charged with the ten murders, 
two bomb attacks and several robberies. She claims she was 
unaware of the motive for the killings, which she insisted had 
been carried out by her two former lovers, Uwe Mundlos and 
Uwe Bohnhardt. 

Zschape handed herself in to the police in November 2011 
after Mundlos and Bohnhardt were found shot dead in a 
burning caravan in Eisenach. They had attracted police 
attention after a failed bank robbery and are believed to have 
committed suicide although the precise circumstances of their 
deaths are still under investigation. A search of their apartment 
uncovered the NSU's activities and a pistol belonging to the 
dead policewoman. 

Until 9 December Zschape had remained silent and 
unemotional. Annette Ramelsberger of the Stiddeutsche Zeitung, 
who has attended every day of the trial so far, told the German 
broadcaster DLF that she had been struck in particular by how 
unmoved Zschape was by the accounts given by the parents of 
21-year-old Halit Yozgat, the owner of an internet cafe who was 
gunned down in broad daylight in Kassell on 6 April 2006. 

“The father found him lying in his blood, and he threw 
himself on the floor of the court in front of Beate Zschape to 
show her how he had found him, shouting: ‘My little lamb, my 
little lamb’. The mother then appealed to her as a woman, 
saying she hadn't been able to sleep ... to tell her the truth.” 

Zschape, said Ramelsberger, remained expressionless 
throughout. “If someone is able to keep such a stony-faced 
expression, it's either high theatrics or they have no 
sympathy,” she added. 

On 9 December Zschape said she felt remorse for failing to 
stop the murders, saying: “| apologise sincerely to all the 
victims and all the relatives of the victims of the crimes carried 
out by Mundlos and Bohnhardt. | feel morally responsible for 
not being able to have prevented ten murders and two bomb 
attacks.” But the statement gave few answers to relatives of 
the victims looking for details of why the victims were selected 
and the circumstances of their deaths. 

She claims that she was not a hardened Nazi, that she was 
not part of the NSU and did not know about the killings until 
afterwards. In her 53-page statement read out to the court by 
her lawyer while she looked on passively, she described herself 
as the NSU's 11th victim. She said she had not been able to 


muster the courage to turn her back on the men or to go to 
the police, because they had threatened to kill themselves if 
she did so. 

Families of the victims later described the statement as a 
“slap in the face”. In an interview with the media outlet 
Deutsche Welle, Barbara John, the ombudsman for the victims 
of terror, said it was pathetic. “We heard what was to be 
expected: that she is attempting to clear herself of guilt ... 

She claimed that she was not strong enough to challenge them, 
that they blackmailed her and threatened to kill themselves. 

“That is all totally implausible, for if she suffered the way 
that she says she did — ‘I was disgusted, | couldn't believe it’ - 
then she would not have finished the job [by setting fire to 
their apartment to cover their tracks] after the two men killed 
themselves, she would have been free. It's a familiar strategy, 
one designed to totally free herself from guilt. Once the 
murderers are dead, you can pin everything on them, and you 
maintain your innocence." 

The NSU cell went undetected for over a decade, leading 
to accusations that the police and security services had made 
serious mistakes in their investigations. The police admit failing 
to consider that the killings might have been racially 
motivated, and for a long time they were viewed as individual 
incidents, the consequence of feuds within Germany's Turkish 
community. 

The trial has also caused considerable embarrassment for 
Germany's domestic spy agency, the Office for the Protection 
of the Constitution (BfV), after it emerged that the agency had 
shredded documents following the NSU's exposure in a 
possible attempt to cover up aspects of its investigative role. 
The BfV's head, Heinz Fromm, was forced to resigned over the 
revelations. 

Allegedly, the files destroyed dealt with undercover agents 
involved in the organisation from which the NSU had emerged 
in the German state of Thiringen. About 30 undercover 
agents were active in the NSU's environment, according to 
estimates by Sebastian 
Scharmer, a lawyer for 
one of the victims’ 
families. He said it was 
important for his client 
to know whether the 
killings could have been 
prevented. There were 
indications that two 
undercover agents had 
informed the Protection , 
of the Constitutionon | 
how the trio could be 
captured, but nothing 
was done. 


Beate Zschape 
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By Cathy Pound 


BRITISH VALUES OF DECENCY, 
fairness and tolerance demand that 
we welcome refugees. This was a 
key message of the Refugees are 
Welcome rally in Camden on 4 
November 2015 organised by the 
Stand Up To Racism campaign. 

Speaker after speaker thanked 
Stand Up To Racism for organising 
the rally and for the key role they 
had played in organising the 
Refugees are Welcome march on 12 
September, which saw 100,000 
people take to the streets in London. 
In her opening remarks Sabby Dhalu 
of Stand Up To Racism emphasised 
that the rally was cross-party and 
multifaith. 

An impressive line-up of speakers 
emphasised some key messages. 
Overwhelmingly, they stated that the 
UK response to the plight of refugees 
in Calais, Hungary and elsewhere in 
Europe was woefully inadequate and 
many cited it as a source of national 
shame. Speakers pointed out that we 
were witnessing the largest migration 
of refugees to Europe since the 
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Left to right: Sabby Dhalu, Francesca Martinez, Rabbi Lee Wax and Kevin Courtney (Pho 


Second World War. The need to do 
more and do it now was reiterated, 
as with winter approaching the loss 
of lives in the makeshift camps 
would increase dramatically. 

Other points made were that the 
refugees were in the main Syrian but 
that those fleeing Eritrea, 
Afghanistan and Iraq were also in 
need of safe haven, were not bogus 
and should not, as is alleged in 
media reports, have to “pretend to 
be Syrian”; and that the UK is one of 
the richest countries in the world and 
should be bearing more responsibility 
than Greece and Turkey, for 
example. Another theme was that 
welcoming refugees was in keeping 
with the British values of decency, 
fairness and tolerance and that David 
Cameron should remember and 
practise the British values that he 
expects those settling in the UK to 
adopt. 

Those who had visited camps 
spoke of the lack of sanitation and 
the associated health risks if people 
had to remain in these conditions. 


Babies being born in the camps were 
suffering from hypothermia. A 
candlelit protest outside Downing 
Street organised by Stand Up To 
Racism, trade unions, politicians and 
refugee charities with the message 
“Don't let them freeze” was 
announced for 12 November. 

The Liberal Democrat peer 
Baroness Sheehan spoke in place of 
Tim Farron, leader of the Liberal 
Democrats. She had accompanied 
Farron to visit the so-called jungle 
camp as well as Lesbos, a Greek 
island with a population of 80,000 
that was having to cope with the 
arrival of 7,000 refugees a week, 
rising to a record 27,000 in a week 
at the end of October 2015. 

Tim Farron had tweeted during his 
visit to Lesbos: “Just met #UNHCR in 
Lesbos ... time for UK to wake up to 
crisis ... 111,146 refugees arrived on 
this island alone in October. 
Remember — 111,146." 

Baroness Sheehan said the UK 
government's response had been 
“late, weak and disproportionate” 
and that it was particularly “gut- 
wrenching” to see unaccompanied 
children in the camps. It was simply 
“wrong” for the UK to claim it 
would not offer safe haven to 
unaccompanied children in case their 
families might be looking for them, 
when the United Nations Refugee 
Agency, UNHCR, had formally 
identified these children as 
unaccompanied and that these 
children left in the camps were now 
going missing: trafficked, exploited 
or abused. 

Anna Musgrave of the Refugee 
Council, which was formed in 1951 
following the adoption of the UN 
Convention on Refugees, said her 
main message to the rally was that 


people power can really influence the debate. The 
Refugee Council had been unable to achieve anything by 
lobbying government with the message aid could not be 
the only answer for Syrian and other refugees. But the 
march and petition calling on the government to step up 
its response had resulted in the agreement to accept 
20,000 refugees over a five-year period, although this is 
still woefully short of what is needed and many are 
saying helping refugees is a “moral duty" if not a solid 
legal duty under international law. 

Roger McKenzie, Assistant General Secretary of 
UNISON, spoke passionately stating that the UK 
government's response had been “callous” and it was 
disgraceful that it took the image of a dead boy on a 
beach before public opinion shifted and forced the 
government to respond. 

“These are people, people,” Roger exclaimed to the 
rally. Roger linked our fight for proper treatment and safe 
haven for the refugees with our struggles within the UK 
for a decent society, fighting against cuts that affect the 
poorest. Roger hoped that a new politics was dawning 
and he urged those at the rally to keep up the debate in 
favour of progressive politics in our workplaces, in our 
communities, in our families and on the doorstep, arguing 
that a decent society fights for all in society and that we 
need to stand firm to fight back. 

Quoting Mick McGahey, former vice-president of the 
NUM: “They'll stop chasing you, when you stop 
running,” Roger added that now was the time to “stop 
running” as people's lives are at risk. As a movement he 
said we are “big and powerful" and we can make a 
difference to “the way things are organised" and how 
decisions are made. 

Syrian refugee Nasma spoke very movingly telling the 
story simply and starkly of her family's attempt to reach 
safety after leaving Syria five years ago. For four years 
they lived in Lebanon, then she and some of her family 
were granted permission to settle in the UK and have 
lived in the UK for the past year. Lebanon had greeted 
them warmly at first, but as time progressed things 
became increasingly difficult and they became targets of 
racism and aggression. 

Nasma stated she does feel “happy here” and 
“hopeful” of a new life. She mentioned though that 
newly arrived refugees are expected to work and this was 
a cause of great pressure as it was difficult to find work 
newly arrived in a strange place with limited language. 
This requirement also stopped her and others pursuing 
education to better their chances in life and to put them 
in a better position to repay the host country in the 
future. 

Lindsey German of Stop the War Coalition was one of 
several speakers who highlighted the fact that many 
refugees are displaced by war, stating that we cannot 
“turn our backs on people”. She added that bombing 
Syria is certainly not a solution for the refugees. 

Shahrar Ali, a deputy leader of the Green Party, 
explained that the poorest countries have been left with 
the biggest burden of this humanitarian crisis saying: “It 


Syrian refugee Nasma (left) told the rally of her hope for a new life (Photo: Ben Wallis) 


is not the rich helping the poor, it is not the poor helping 
themselves, as they have not been allowed to, but it is 
the poor helping the poor." 

Sharhar said that Cameron's reference to “swarms” of 
migrants showed the dehumanisation that had to occur 
for people to be able to tolerate the callous treatment of 
our fellow human beings. Sharhar despaired that the 
media could garner such sympathy for Cecil the lion but 
fail to portray the human message of the migrant crisis. 
The fences being erected on the French borders were a 
“gift”, he said, from the 2012 Olympic site. Sharhar's 
view is that the British people are hospitable and can see 
the common humanity we share with those fleeing their 
countries in fear. 

Francesca Martinez, performer and activist, declared 
that her simple approach to this situation and to life in 
general is to show “empathy”. Francesca said the use of 
the words “refugee” and “migrant” in themselves 
distanced us and dehumanised them. She thinks we need 
to remind ourselves that refugees and migrants are “men, 
women, children and babies" and she uses the tool of 
empathy to ask herself “what would | want if | was 
fleeing from war?". In relation to the refugee and 
migrant crisis and to the austerity approach of the UK 
government Francesca said “people don't matter any 
more”, we are reduced to being “economic 
commodities”, consumers of things, and in this climate 
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fear and hate of one another thrives. 

Francesca saw the use of armies for once as being to 
save lives rather than kill people if they could assist the 
stranded refugees. She urged the rally to “stand up and 
fight for our own humanity and freedoms". She also laid 
the blame for the crisis at the door of the “polluters”, the 
UK's foreign policy and on those selling arms. Francesca 
explained that this year alone 3,500 people had drowned, 
that is 11 people every day. We are, she said, “one race” 
and borders are created and artificial, ending her rousing 
speech with the words: “Fight for all of us. Keep hope." 

Talha Ahmad of the Muslim Council of Britain reiterated 
that the UK is a wealthy nation and claims to be a 
civilised nation but Cameron seems to have no 
compassion for the refugees as people. He said Cameron 
has “no compassion for his own citizens” either. Talha 
welcomed the shift in Cameron's approach and said he 
Saw a glimmer of hope, with mosques and charities also 
asking what can they do to support, offering their 
goodwill and with capacity to offer practical help of their 
homes and education for those settling in the UK. Talha 
echoed other speakers in saying that “respect, dignity, 
care and compassion” are the true British values. 

Rabbi Lee Wax spoke of the response of the Jewish 
community who immediately linked their own experience 
as refugees in the UK fleeing Nazi Germany with the 
plight of those fleeing Syria and other countries. He read 
some headlines from the Daily Mail in 1939 about 
“Stateless Jews” and “Aliens entering through the back 


= 


Refugees in Calais face winter in dire conditions (Photo: Annette Kelly of Food for All 
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door”. Rabbi Wax said the Jewish community had 
galvanised itself to collect goods and raise £700,000, and 
young Jews had taken solidarity and aid to the camps in 
Calais. He ended simply, as others had, saying that we 
have “got to do something", urging us, faith leaders and 
politicians to remember their obligations to protect 
refugees. 

Owen Jones stated that the UK response was a 
“national disgrace" and that it should be a source of 
national pride to offer safe haven to people fleeing war. 
When Lebanon, with a population of 4.5 million allowed 
1.5 million refugees to settle, and Turkey with a 
population of 7.6 million accepted 2 million refugees, our 
response is completely indefensible. The way to win the 
fight for a solution for refugees, though, was not going 
to be with statistics but through humanising the crisis. 
One picture had changed public opinion. It may be 
shocking that it took that picture to change people's 
minds but it demonstrates that we can humanise and 
keep telling people's stories and give refugees a platform, 
as this rally has, to tell their stories “in their own words”. 
Owen ended by saying he thought the movement was 
“pushing on an open door” and it was imperative to use 
the opportunity to galvanise public opinion to continue 
pressure on the UK government. 

Kevin Courtney, Deputy General Secretary of the 
National Union of Teachers, spoke of teachers welcoming 
refugees every day in their schools. He said that despite 
the financial difficulties schools currently faced, teaching 


COMPASSION? _ 
WHERE IS YOUR 
HUMANITY ? 


A candlelit vigil outside Downing Street called for more action to help refugees (Photo: Cathy Pound) 


was still the best job in the world when you see the 
vibrancy of the classroom coming from the diversity of 
the pupils. You see a “new world coming into being” and 
it was heartening that a better future lies ahead. 

Kevin explained that normally there would be many 
enquiries or requests for support from the NUT at the 
beginning of a new academic year, but this year enquiries 
to the NUT had been about collections in schools for 
Calais and the Refugees are Welcome march in 
September. The NUT had produced a pamphlet Finding 
refuge in our schools, as a resource to help teachers 
welcome and support refugee children. Kevin reiterated 
that British values of respect and tolerance dictate that 
we welcome refugees and that “Refugees are welcome in 
our schools”. 

Shelly Asquith and Shakira Martin, both Vice Presidents 
of the National Union of Students, addressed the rally 
with Shelly stating that the NUS were calling for non- 
compliance with the duty under the Prevent programme 
to participate in surveillance and reporting of students. 
Shelly pointed out that simply asking where the prayer 
room is or growing a beard could become a marker for 
being “at risk of radicalisation". She informed the rally 
that a student walkout was being called for International 
Day of Migrants in December under the slogan “Oppose 
Prevent, Students not Suspects”. 

Shakira roused the rally with an impassioned speech 
about using our privilege to help others, saying we 
cannot allow the government to have us fighting against 
each other and that language used in politics, was 
intentionally misleading. “Austerity is really poverty.” 
Shakira noted that the UK was built on the backs of 
migrants and ended with the words “one society, many 
cultures. Refugees are welcome here.” 

Diane Abbott MP, the Shadow Secretary of State for 
International Development, was warmly greeted. She 
declared it was an error to label some migrants as more 
deserving than others and that all those fleeing Syria, 
lrag, Eritrea and North Africa needed safe haven. She did 
not see economic migrants as a drain on society as they 


provided a net contribution. Diane expressed 
disappointment that it was not only Conservatives who 
added to the toxic debate on immigration, Labour Party 
figures had done so too. She said she would not be 
voting to bomb Syria as a solution to this humanitarian 
crisis. 

Before Jeremy Corbyn gave the closing speech, 
Weyman Bennett of Stand up to Racism introduced one 
of Jeremy's constituents, a woman for whom he had 
campaigned for leave to remain in the UK and who was 
now an Islington Labour councillor. Cllr Michelline Safi 
Ngongo spoke movingly of the stories of two people, 
Ibrahim and Hawa, whom she had met in the camps in 
Calais, and her solidarity with them as a fellow migrant 
and refugee. Michelline ended by saying: “I used to be 
one of them. You have given me a home, a future. It just 
takes one person to stand up and say enough is 
enough.” 

Jeremy Corbyn echoed many of the messages of the 
previous speakers noting that wars can only be ended 
with political solutions, not more bombing. Jeremy spoke 
of the people stuck on the Hungarian borders who had 
local families come out and bring them food and toys, 
and that this human response was what we must hold on 
to. He said the migrants are all “fellow human beings, 
just like you and me" adding, “Let us hold out the hand 
of humanity, not the hand of brutality”. 

The rally had run far past its end time. The speakers 
had all been kept to their allotted time. They had all 
spoken briefly. Their messages were powerful and it 
was clear that listening to the speeches alone would not 
solve anything. Action and sustained campaigning would 
be needed to keep the public focus on the human crisis 
so that public opinion is not swayed back to the 
demonising of migrants and refugees by the media and 
politicians. 


Stand up to Racism: www.standuptoracism.org.uk. 
The Refugee Council: www.refugeecouncil.org.uk. 
#DontLetThemFreeze #WeCanDoMore #RefugeesWelcome 
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By Cathy Pound 


POLITICAL AND PUBLIC OPINION altered almost 
overnight following publication of the photograph of a 
three-year-old Syrian boy, Aylan Kurdi, washed up 
drowned on a Turkish beach at Bodrum on 2 September. 

Before this, the government's Vulnerable Persons 
Relocation Scheme (VPRS) had resulted in only 216 
people resettled in the UK by June 2015. David Cameron 
was forced to make a pledge to accept 20,000 Syrian 
refugees albeit over a five-year period. Labour leadership 
contenders stepped into the debate with Yvette Cooper 
backing Cameron's move but stating the number should 
be nearer to 50,000. While Cooper asked councils how 
many refugees they could support, her leadership rivals 
Andy Burnham and Jeremy Corbyn both promised to 
share their homes with a refugee family. 

Public opinion switched from concern to keep migrants 
at arm's length to seeing them as fellow human beings, 
people wanting a life for their children free of violence 
and persecution, people we can understand not fear. 
Many individuals offered to take families into their own 
homes. Spontaneous collections of aid and convoys to 
the camps at Calais have continued. 

Within days, a “Solidarity with Refugees" march and 
rally was being organised for Saturday 12 September 
2015 by Migrant Rights Network, War on Want, Stand 
up to Racism and Stop the War 
Coalition in London. “Europe Sees 
Syria” events such as candlelit vigils 
took place in Wales, in Scotland in 
Glasgow's George Square, Holyrood, 
Dundee, Shetland, Orkney and 
elsewhere, and throughout Europe. 

Alexis Stearns, who organised the 
Glasgow event, said: “As a wealthy 
country, many of our citizens want 
to register their disgust at how little 
our government is doing to tackle a 
very serious situation. We hope that 
other towns and cities will now be 
inspired to launch events so that we 
can send a message from every 
corner of the world.” 

Sabby Dhalu, who represents 
Stand Up To Racism, one of the key 
organisers, said before the march: 
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“There is a huge level of support, the largest amount the 
movement has galvanised in at least the last two 
decades.” 

Cameron had already capitulated but on the day of the 
march the crowds taking part came from far and wide 
and far in excess of the organisers’ expectations with 
100,000 on the streets of London alone. The aim of the 
march was to demonstrate international solidarity with 
refugees fleeing war, persecution, torture and poverty. 

Sabby Dhalu illustrated the shame some in the UK felt 
that we were offering so little in comparison to other 
countries in Europe when she said: “It is extremely 
irresponsible for the UK to leave the responsibility to 
other countries. A few thousand does not match up to 
the scale of the crisis, especially when you look at 
countries such as Turkey and Germany. There is no 
reason Britain can't take a lead on this important issue." 

The coming together of so many people ensured that 
politicians knew that the public would hold their 
governments to account over their response to the 
continuing humanitarian crisis with millions of Syrians 
driven from their homes living in makeshift camps in 
Syria or over the country’s borders. 

Countries have been drawn into public demonstration 
of their solidarity through proclamations of quotas of 


Syrian refugees as if suddenly it was a source of national 
pride to be willing and able to provide a safe haven for 
refugees, where once this may have been seen as “out 
of touch” with public opinion. Burnham and Corbyn 
were responding to the Finnish Prime Minister Juha Sipila 
who publically offered his second home to refugees and 
who stated: “I hope this becomes some kind of people's 
movement that will inspire many others to shoulder part 
of the burden in this refugee housing crisis. We should 
all take a look in the mirror and ask how we can help." 

Germany has inspired or shamed others with its 
response to Syrian refugees. It is estimated that Germany 
will have offered safe haven to 1.5 million asylum 
seekers during 2015. But borders have been opened only 
to be shut again and physical borders have been erected 
where previously there were none. Eurostar services have 
been suspended several times to maintain the safety of 
those wanting to use the tunnel to reach the UK. 
Protests at Eurostar have been called by groups such as 
No Borders and Calais Migrant Solidarity, a migrant-led 
group that called a protest on 24 October which blocked 
the Eurostar line at both ends. In St Pancras protesters 
chanted the slogan: “If you won't let them in, we won't 
let you out.” 

This current shift in public opinion and a softening of 
the political rhetoric towards migrants may not last long 
and sadly is likely not to be an indication of a permanent 
change of heart and understanding. The Paris terror 
attacks of 13 November 2015 have already caused a 
hardening of public opinion in the UK. 

Germany, it has been made clear, did not act on 
emotional or humanitarian grounds but on a hard 
economic basis in that the country need migration to 
boost its declining population. The message that there 
can be a positive benefit from migration may not be 


heard as easily as one that says people coming to a 
country will be a burden. China has just amended its 
“one child” policy for the same reason that economically 
it needs to boost its ageing population. 

Unsurprisingly, the far right have not sat back in the 
face of public sympathy for migrants. The German far- 
right Pegida group has held rallies of up to 20,000 in 
Dresden. Fascists have infiltrated refugee camps posing 
as security guards. The British National Party, English 
Defence League and Britain First are rallying behind a 
call to end all immigration, with no exception for people 
seeking asylum. Counter protests have drawn support 
across communities, such as the Edinburgh Unite Against 
Fascism “Aye to Refugees, Nae to Nazis” rally on 3 
October where 200 anti-fascist protesters outnumbered 
and drowned out the offensive anti-refugee chants of 
the fewer than 50 Scottish Defence League. Similarly in 
Scarborough on 17 October, 150 people formed a line 
across the square outside the Brunswick Centre to oppose 
an EDL rally. Other rallies were countered in Preston on 
10 October, and Burton and Aylesbury on 17 October. 

Events, rallies, fundraising and collection of solidarity 
aid to be taken to refugees continue to be announced. 
The crisis for refugees has been building for many years 
and now that their plight has forced itself into our 
consciousness we can hope that both the public and 
politicians can continue to have compassion and a desire 
to help and support, and find solutions both short-term 
and long-term for the largest number of displaced 
people there has ever been in recorded history. 


Syria Crisis Response Factsheet 29 October 2015: 
tinyurl.com/ouzho7d 


UK and Syrian Refugees Briefing Paper Number 06805, 
17 September 2015: tinyurl.com/pnmkq7a 
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By Cathy Pound 


BLACK HISTORY MONTH, like any 
other allocated period, such as the UN 
International day against Racism on 
22 March each year, is a useful tool to 
celebrate achievements, educate and 
also importantly to highlight 
continued injustices and champion 
current campaigns and movements for 
social justice. 

Black History Month has only been 
marked in the UK during October 
since 1987 when it was instigated by 
the Ghanaian analyst Akyaaba Addai- 
Sebo in his role with the Greater 
London Council in charge of special 
projects. “Negro Week” (the term 
“Negro” was not pejorative then) was 
first marked in the US in 1926 during 
February as it coincided with the birth 
dates of Abraham Lincoln and 
Frederick Douglass. The focus then, as 
now, was on ensuring that Black 
history was included in the school 
curriculum. Within three years, most 
US states had ensured that education 
authorities knew about and marked 
Negro history week. In 1970, the 
whole of February was celebrated as 
Black History Month and it was 
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recognised officially by the US 
government from 1976 onwards. 

Many have criticised initiatives such 
as Black History Month for reducing 
Black history to an event and keeping 
it separate, segregated from the 
accepted historical narrative. US actor 
and activist Morgan Freeman has said: 
“| don't want a Black history month. 
Black history is American history." The 
same concern exists in the UK with 
continual efforts to ensure that Black 
British history is included in the 
curriculum as an integral part of British 
history and not something to be rolled 
out only during October and 
otherwise forgotten. 

David Cameron this year sent the 
following message in support of Black 
History Month: “Black History Month 
has proven over many years to be a 
unique and valuable celebration of the 
African-Caribbean community and 
their immense contribution to Britain. 
By highlighting their stories, we are able 
to reveal the vital role those individuals 
have played in shaping our society." 

London Mayor Boris Johnson 
echoed Cameron's sentiments: 


Children are given free breakfasts in a Black Panthers community programme 


“London's diverse Black communities 
play a huge role in the cultural and 
economic life of our city and have 
been part of the capital's history for 
centuries. So as we mark Black History 
Month, it is important to celebrate the 
significant contribution that they make 
to the capital's prosperity.” 

Conservative support for Black 
History Month is welcome. Their 
recognition of the contribution of the 
Afro-Caribbean community to the UK 
may be connected with their need to 
respect the power of the Black vote. 
Operation Black Vote (OBV) and 
Migrant Voice (MV) have highlighted 
to all the political parties that the Black 
vote and migrant vote can hold the 
balance of power in some 
constituencies and in some elections. 
Both OBV and MV communicated to 
politicians that their anti-migrant 
rhetoric, espoused in the lead-up to 
the 2015 general election in the belief 
it mirrored public opinion, could be 
losing more votes than it gained. 

Black History Month is marked in 
every local authority, by and large, but 
the extent of the programme of 
events and public money available 
varies greatly. Where events are 
hosted attendance tends to be high. If 
attendance at formal and publicly 
funded events is poor then future 
funding could be at risk. Black History 
Month events are a good galvanising 
tool, a way of getting communities 
together, and they bring activists and 
others together to build new alliances 
and to support causes and social 
justice campaigns of today. If 
Conservative leaders are keen to be 
seen to support initiatives such as 
Black History Month and specifically 
mention the contribution of Black 
communities then activists can 
capitalise on this support to achieve 
some of their aims around the school 
curriculum, for example. 

The UK general release of the 
documentary film, The Black Panthers: 
The Vanguard of the Revolution, on 
23 October 2015 afforded an 


opportunity for some special preview 
screenings as Black History Month 
events, including a post-film 
discussion with the director, Stanley 
Nelson, and the Black Panther veteran 
Mohammed Mubarek. The previews 
were all sold out. The audiences were 
very diverse in terms of ethnicity, age 
and gender. 

The film makes a conscious effort to 
document the key role of women in 
the Black Panther Party, whose 
reputation is often dominated by the 
image of men in black leather holding 
guns. Women members outnumbered 
men in the later stages of the party 
and were involved in all aspects. The 
women ensured that roles were 
allocated with equality for gender in 
mind in the struggle for equality for 
Black Americans. Men played an 
active part in cooking and serving 
food at the breakfast clubs which were 
part of the social programmes run by 
the party. These programmes ran 
alongside the more political 
programme. 

The Black Panther Party had four 
core demands for equality in 
education, housing, employment and 
civil rights, and a ten-point 
programme to achieve these aims, one 
of which was an end to “police 
brutality and murder of Black people 
and other people of color and 
oppressed people”. To address the 
police brutality the Black community 
was experiencing at this time, the 
Black Panthers set up patrols that 
could stop and observe the police 
when intervening and making arrests 
among the Black community. 
Independent observation of police 
today in the UK by groups such as 
Liberty is well established and 
accepted but the Black Panther Party 
were charting new territory. The US 
police were dumbfounded by their 
actions which the Black Panthers 
ensured were tightly regulated and did 
not break any laws. The Black 
Panthers were laying down a line to 
say we will not continue passively to 
be subject to police brutality, we will 
witness and document and challenge 
police brutality. 

Nelson both in the film and in 
discussion with Mubarek emphasised 
that the Black Panthers were not Black 
nationalists. They were highly 
politically educated and were 
Marxists. Black Panthers had to read 
extensively as part of their induction 
and ongoing political education. 
Answering questions from the 


Women drill with Panther flags (Photos courtesy of Pirkle Jones and Ruth-Marion Baruch) 


audience Mubarek pointed out that 
one thing we can learn from the Black 
Panthers was the need to form 
alliances across all communities that 
share the same concerns. The footage 
in the film of Black Panthers 
addressing the white working class 
Appalachian community and pledging 
to support each other's causes was 
very striking. The Appalachian 
community suffered poverty and 
discrimination as did the Puerto Rican 
community. Both communities formed 
socialist organisations, the Young 
Patriots and the Young Lords, and 
worked collaboratively with the Black 
Panthers. This collaboration made 
them a power to be reckoned with 
and a real force for social change. 

Edgar J Hoover, a known white 
supremacist, was acutely aware of 
how successfully the Black Panther 
Party were organising in the Black 
community and when they began 
building alliances with the Puerto 
Rican and white working class he 
authorised an enhanced counter- 
intelligence programme known as 
“cointelpro”. Persistent and violent 
raids,on Black Panther Party premises, 
high profile arrests, infiltration and 
insiders exploited as informers created 
fear and paranoia throughout the 
party. The film charted the party's 
splits and demise. 

The film also serves as a reminder 
that the aims of the Black Panther 
Party were not achieved. Many would 
argue that gains made have been 
eroded. Black deaths in police custody 
in the UK, the police shooting of Mark 


Duggan in 2011, the 2014 shooting of 
an unarmed 18-year-old African 
American Michael Brown in the US 
and further black deaths at the hands 
of police indicate that there is much 
work still to be done in terms of just, 
equitable and safe policing of Black 
communities. In the US people have 
identified that it is a matter not just of 
race but of how poor communities are 
policed, particularly the use of 
excessive, unnecessary and unjustified 
force used in policing poor communities. 
The same conclusion that the Black 
Panthers had drawn and had tried to 
communicate and use as a tool to 
organise across communities is being 
understood today. 

The post-film debates were an 
opportunity for people to come 
together and learn about current 
community campaigns. The film 
served as an educational tool about 
the history of struggle and the extent 
to which the state will intervene to 
maintain the status quo. Despite the 
demise of the Black Panther Party the 
message of the film is still that people 
do have an ability to take a stand in 
order to bring about change and also 
that change will not come if people do 
not demand it and take coordinated, 
concerted and continued action to 
secure it. 


Black History Month: 
www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk 


The Black Panthers: The Vanguard of 
the Revolution, DVD release 11 
January 2016: 
www.theblackpanthers.co.uk 
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By Cathy Pound 


WHAT TACTICS are acceptable in the defence of 
democracy against insurgents and is it acceptable for the 
police to use undercover methods against legal 
organisations and campaigns? These were among the 
issues discussed at an Institute of Race Relations seminar on 
15 October. 

IRR Chair Liz Fekete introduced the seminar, which 
launched the October 2015 edition of the influential IRR 
periodical Race and Class. Professor Mark McGovern of 
Edge Hill University, the author of the lead article, “State 
violence and the colonial roots of collusion in Northern 
Ireland", spoke about the use of infiltration, counter- 
insurgency and state collusion in Northern Ireland. 

He explained how concepts of “national security” and a 
“doctrine of necessity” were evoked to provide legitimacy 
for the use of undercover agents and agents provocateurs 
in Northern Ireland. He noted the same rationale being 
used to “justify” the post 9/11 use of torture in 
Guantanamo Bay so that “anti-liberal” methods were seen 
as necessary and deemed acceptable to uphold “liberal 
ideals”. 

Flyers for the seminar with a picture of a smiling 76-year- 
old, Roseann Mallon had greeted the audience as we took 
our seats. Professor McGovern spoke of her murder on 8 
May 1985 in a house next to that of her nephews whose 
home was subject to a 24-hour army surveillance 


Roseann Mallon murdered by Ulster loyalists but were British agents implicated? 
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operation. A long-running inquest into her murder, which 
finished hearing submissions in summer 2015, also looked 
at the use of army and Special Branch witnesses giving 
evidence to the inquest anonymously and using the tactic 
of “neither confirming nor denying” suggestions put to 
them regarding the use of counter-insurgency. 

The presiding judge, Mr Justice Weir, did call into 
question this practice, which had been adopted in many 
other inquests into controversial deaths during this period. 
Collusion was not proved during the inquest but it was 
acknowledged that there were significant facts that pointed 
to possible collusion. 

Professor McGovern spoke of the many investigations, 
reviews and finally the 2012 De Silva report into the 
murder of human rights lawyer Pat Finucane in 1989. 
Despite the shortcomings of the De Silva report, in the 
view of McGovern and many others, De Silva had 
highlighted the problems arising from the lack of any 
formal guidelines on the handling of agents and crucially 
the lack of any advance consideration of the legal status of 
acts carried out by agents. The lack of any rules and a 
“carry on with what you are doing but don’t tell us what it 
is" approach by handlers allowed the state to limit its 
liability and place accountability for any illegal acts at the 
feet of the agent. 

Although De Silva concluded that rules governing the use 
of agents would be a “good thing", he stopped at claiming 
that collusion had occurred. McGovern put forward 
another view, namely that the lack of any guidelines 
regarding the use of agents was crucial to their success. 
Margaret Thatcher was said to have been reluctant to set 
out official guidelines for undercover operations. Any state 
guidelines could hardly authorise agents to commit illegal 
acts, or they would have to be very specific what acts were 
and were not allowable. In short, undercover agents acting 
with no guidelines can do a lot more than an agent acting 
according to rigorous guidelines. One could surmise that 
the whole rationale of a counter-insurgency programme is 
to be clandestine, undetected and ungoverned by any 
restraints, to be beyond rules and as McGovern suggests 
beyond the constraints of the law. 

The technique of covering people's heads with hoods 
during “interrogation” was first used by Special Branch 
officers of the Royal Ulster Constabulary who had been 
trained by British Intelligence. A 1978 ruling by the 
European Court of Human Rights declared that although 
the treatment of 14 men in a secret interrogation 
compound in Ballykelly, in rural Co Derry, was “inhuman 
and degrading" it stopped short of torture. The US relied 
on this ruling when the techniques employed in 
Guantanamo bay were exposed and photographs of 
similarly hooded men were made public. 


being forced to stand in a stress position against a wall for long periods 


McGovern stated that such reinterpretation of what 
constitutes torture makes what might be seen as illegal acts 
not only legal but also morally acceptable. In the US a legal 
expert would deem the actions “sanctioned” torture. 

McGovern said the use of the 14 men as “guinea pigs” 
for the so-called interrogation or torture techniques was 
“cruel and sadistic”. The cynical claim of “reasonable 
force" when carrying out what was in fact a “shoot to kill” 
policy was another example of the use of state violence in 
Northern Ireland. 

Suresh Grover of The Monitoring Group gave his 
response to Professor McGovern'’s talk in the context of his 
current involvement with the setting up of the Undercover 
Policing Inquiry chaired by Lord Justice Pitchford. 

Grover said there were many parallels between covert 
policing in Northern Ireland and the infiltration of anti-racist 
groups and in particular undercover agents infiltrating black 
justice campaigns. He outlined the main groups that were 
known to be subject to extensive undercover policing in 
England and Wales, which would form the co-participants 
in the Pitchford Inquiry. These are black justice campaigns, 
the animal liberation movement and anti-racist campaigns, 
as well as some key trade unions, where undercover 
policing has resulted in blacklisting of members. A 
significant number of undercover police officers themselves 
will appear, possibly anonymously. Alongside Special 
Branch, which Grover pointed out started as the Special 
lrish Branch tasked with watching the Irish community on 
the mainland, were two other units, the Special 
Demonstration Squad (SDS) and the National Extremism 
Tactical Coordination Unit (NETCU). Pitchford will focus 
specifically on the activities of the SDS in the period since 
its inception in 1968 up to 2008. 

Media reports in 2011 that undercover police had been 
used during the investigation of the murder of Stephen 
Lawrence to observe the Lawrence family were later 
confirmed when Peter Francis revealed himself to be an 
undercover officer ordered to harm the reputations. of the 
family, Duwayne Brooks and those involved with the 
Stephen Lawrence campaign. 

Then allegations by animal liberation activists led to the 


The British Army base in Ballykelly where 14 men were hooded and subjected to “deep interrogation” techniques including beatings, deprivation of sleep, food and water, and 


exposure of Bob Lambert as an undercover police officer 
who had sexual relationships with activists. The lid was now 
open on something that had always been known but never 
confirmed and never publicly examined. 

Also long known was surveillance of trade union officials 
and members, including the NUM during the Miners Strike. 
Another target was the construction workers’ union UCATT, 
with the identification of the Consulting Association's 
handling of data on union members and the exposure of 
Mark Jenner as an undercover agent who joined UCATT 
under the assumed name Mark Cassidy. 

A fringe meeting at TUC Congress 2015 called for the 
Pitchford Inquiry to extend to the undercover policing of 
trade unions and to examine the overlap between records 
held by the Consulting Agency and by Special Branch and 
NECTU. Grover seemed to confirm that trade unions would 
be co-participants in the Pitchford Inquiry and the list of 
participants is not closed. The process of setting up the 
Inquiry is still under way and Grover stated that getting the 
remit and participants right was crucial to any significant 
gains resuling from this Inquiry. 

The Pitchford Inquiry is an opportunity to bring the use of 
undercover policing into the public eye and try to hold to 
account those who make use of covert policing methods 
and in doing so override the law. It may be optimistic to 
hope that recommendations from Lord Justice Pitchford will 
include the introduction of rigorous guidelines, rules or 
even legislation in relation to the use of covert policing but 
the fact that the Inquiry is taking place is at least a step in 
the right direction. 


“State violence and the colonial roots of collusion in 
Northern Ireland” by Mark McGovern appears in Race and 
Class, October 2015, available at 
irr.org.uk/publications/race-class 


The Monitoring Group was established in Southall (west 
London) in the early 1980s by community campaigners and 
lawyers who wished to challenge the growth of racism in 
the locality. tmg-uk.org 


Undercover Policing Inquiry Opening Remarks by Lord 
Justice Pitchford are available at tinyurl.com/q2jtuj8 
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Trade Union education | Union education 


THE UNITE EDUCATION department has just published 
its fourth short easy-to-read booklet on great men 

and women who feature prominently in the history 

of Unite and its predecessor unions. The union hopes 
these histories will not only provide fascinating reading 
but inspire the current and future generations of 

trade unionists to take up the struggle on behalf of 
working people. 


Tony Hall — Trade unionist, anti-racist and radical 
cartoonist features a man who was a determined 
lifelong fighter for liberty, justice, equality and socialism. 
Employed as a newspaper artist at the Evening News 
and Sun/News of the World, Tony was an active 
member of his union branch and served as an elected 
rep on many occasions. Outside of work he risked injury 
and imprisonment by physically fighting fascism in east 
London. When Tony was on strike during the Wapping 
Dispute of the mid 1980s he, and other artists, 
produced posters, badges and T-shirts in support of the 
5,500 sacked print workers. Tony did not get his job 
back and thereafter continued doing cartoons, graphic 
design and photography for trade unions and numerous 
justice campaigns. 


Searchlight editor Gerry Gable felt honoured to be 
asked by the booklet's author Mark Metcalf, an old 
anti-fascist comrade from his native Hackney, to 
contribute an article about Tony Hall's involvement in 
Hackney’s very vibrant and active anti-fascist movement 
from the late 1950s right up to his death. 


The Great Dock Strike of 1889 is about the London 
Dock Strike that was the foundation stone for the 
modern trade union movement. The dock labourer's 
achievement — assisted by the magnificent international 
solidarity from Australia — lay in convincing other 
unskilled workers that improvements in pay and 
working conditions could be won through trade union 
action. Nothing was ever to be the same again. 


Tom Jones — a fighter for freedom and working people, 
Spanish Civil War and Welsh TGWU general secretary is 
about a former miner who actively participated in the 
1926 General Strike before joining thousands from Britain 
and Ireland who bravely took up arms in the 1930s on 
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behalf of the Spanish Republic in a battle to defend 
democracy and crush fascism. He remarkably survived 
being executed, a death sentence and years in prison 
before returning to Britain after a successful labour 
movement campaign to secure his release. 


He became active in the Transport and General 
Workers Union and was to be appointed as a regional 
organiser in North Wales and for parts of Merseyside. 
He later became the first TGWU all-Wales Regional 
Secretary where by recruiting thousands of workers he 
helped ensure decent pay and conditions across many 
industries. 


Julia Varley — Trade union organiser and fighter for 
women’s rights is about a Bradford-born working class 
woman who fought all her life for equal and civil rights, 
decent pay and working conditions. From an early age 
she understood the power of collectivism and over the 
rest of her life she recruited many thousands of people 
to join her in the struggle for VOTES FOR WOMEN and 
TRADE UNION BARGAINING RIGHTS. As a suffragette 
she twice suffered spells in prison and then in 1912 she 
became one of the first women officers of a mixed sex 
union in Britain, a considerable achievement that 
changed for the better the face of trade unionism in the 
country forever. Her unique ability — often combining 
strike action with political agitation — to organise the 
low paid, especially women, was possibly without 
parallel in the second decade of the 20th century. 


The booklets can be download free of charge at: 
tinyurl.com/hwf596h (booklet on Tony Hall) 
tinyurl.com/pouryfb (Great Dock Strike) 
tinyurl.com/k9q8e3m (Tom Jones) 
tinyurl.com/nhx45kw Uulia Varley) 


Mark Metcalf is happy to speak at meetings about his 
work and can be contacted on 07952 801783 and at 
mark.metcalf@rocketmail.com @markmetcalfO7 


The next booklet in the series is on Benny Rothman, 
the trade unionist and anti-fascist who led the Kinder 
Scout Mass Trespass in 1932 in the fight for open 
access to the countryside. It will be published in 

April 2016. 
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MEDICAL AID 
FOR GREECE 


The Medical Aid for Greece appeal was launched on the advice 
of the Greek Solidarity for All Committee (www.solidarity4all.gr) 


Every penny is being spent on medical supplies. On the advice of 
the solidarity for all committee our current priority is vaccines for 
children. 


HOW CAN You ae 


. send a: donatio in. Join the 2 Gree Solidc arity | camp aign and | ge Pinye ive dd | in fun irc sising. 
Propose your union branch cater nisation supports the a ae |. Organisations can also 
forn a solidarity link with a: social health dinicin Gree = the GSC can facilitate this 
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